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CORRESPONDENCE  RELATING  TO  EXPORT  TRADE  IN  LIVE  STOCK. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  D.  C,  February  18,  1890. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  certain  regulations  and  prohibi- 
tory restrictions  which  are  enforced  by  a  number  of  European  governments,  to  the 
great  detriment  and  in  some  cases  to  the  destruction  of  the  trade  in  live  animals 
and  meat  products  from  the  United  States,  and  to  request  that  you  take  such  action 
as  may  be  possible  looking  to  a  removal  of  such  restrictions,  or  their  modification  in 
favor  of  American  producers. 

In  187!>  the  British  Government  made  regulations  that  all  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine 
from  this  country  should  be  slaughtered  at  the  wharves  within  ten  days  from  time 
of  landing.  The  effect  of  this  order  is  to  entirely  exclude  store  cattle  and  sheep 
shipped  for  fattening  purposes;  and  it  considerably  reduces  the  amount  which  can 
be  realized  for  fat  animals,  because  these  can  not  be  held  until  they  have  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  the  voyage,  and  also  because  the  buyers  know  that  they  must  be 
disposed  of  within  a  limited  time. 

The  order  in  regard  to  cattle  was  issued  on  account  of  the  existence  of  the  conta- 
gious pleuro-pneumonia  of  cattle  in  this  country,  but  since  its  issuance  this  dis- 
ease has  been  almost  entirely  eradicated.  It  no  longer  exists  in  any  section  from 
which  export  steers  are  obtained,  and  it  is  confined  to  two  counties  on  Long  Island 
and  one  in  New  Jersey,  all  of  which  are  in  strict  quarantine.  The  stock  yards  which 
might  have  been  contaminated  have  been  thoroughly  disinfected  and  there  is  no 
longer  danger  of  exporting  the  contagion  of  this  disease. 

During  the  year  1889  a  number  of  cases  of  pleuro-pneumonia  were  reported  by  the 
English  inspectors  among  cattle  landed  from  the  United  States,  but  this  Department 
regards  such  reports  as  based  upon  errors  of  diagnosis  for  the  reasons  given  above. 
This  conclusion  is  considered  the  more  evident  because  the  returns  which  have  been 
received  show  that  in  the  greater  number  of  cases  but  *t  single  animal  was  found 
affected  in  any  one  cargo,  which  would  be  unlikely  with  a  contagious  disease.  It 
is  also  admitted  by  most  veterinarians  that  there  are  seldom  any  typical  characters 
found  in  contagions  pleuro-pneumonia  which  enable  the  inspectors  to  distinguish 
it  from  the  sporadic  or  noncontagious  inflammation  involving  the  same  organs. 
In  all  such  cases  the  diagnosis  must  be  based  upon  a  history  of  contagion  or  upon 
the  discovery  of  a  number  of  animals  in  the  same  lot  which  are  similarly  affected — 
a  fact  which  indicates  contagion.  In  the  cases  reported  by  the  English  inspectors 
during  1889  there  has  neither  been  a  history  of  contagion  nor  a  sufficient  proportion 
found  affected  to  indicate  a  contagious  disease.  It  would,  therefore,  seem  highly 
probable  That  the  disease  observed  in  these  steers  was  the  result  of  injuries  or  expo- 
sure incident  to  the  voyage. 

As  a  preliminary  measure  fox  securing  information  in  regard  to  the  character  of 
the  disease  found  in  American  cattle  slaughtered  in  England.  I  would  suggest  that 
the  Department  of  State  make  arrangements  with  the  English  Government  by  which 
one  or  more  of  the  veterinary  inspectors  of  this  Department  can  be  stationed  at  the 
English  '•foreign-animals  wharves."  These  inspectors  would  observe  any  affected 
animals  which  might  be  discovered,  and  by  promptly  notifying  this  Department  it 
would  be  possible  to  trace  the  history  of  such  animals  and  determine  definitely  if 
they  had  ever  been  exposed  to  a  contagious  diseasi 
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The  thorough  control  -which  is  now  maintained  over  the  small  areas  affected  with 
pleuro-pneumonia  in  this  country,  and  the  near  approach  of  the  time  when  this 
disease  -will  be  entirely  eradicated,  make  it  desirable  that  negotiations  should  be 
begun  lookiug  to  the  withdrawal  of  British  restrictions.  The  time  is  opportune  for 
this,  since  the  Scotch  and  English  farmers  are  agitating  to  secure  the  same  result, 
so  that  they  can  obtain  cattle  for  feeding  from  the  United  States.  Their  present 
supply  comes  mostly  from  Ireland,  where  prices  are  much  higher  than  here  and 
where  the  danger  from  pleuro-pneumonia  is  incomparably  greater. 

The  restrictions  on  the  importation  of  sheep  into  Great  Britain  were  based  upon 
the  alleged  importation  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  from  this  country.  As  this 
disease  has  never  existed  in  the  United  States,  except  in  two  or  three  instances 
when  cattle  landed  from  England  were  found  affected  with  it,  and  as  it  has  never 
been  allowed  to  spread  here,  it  is  evident  that  the  sheep  in  question  must  have  con- 
tracted the  disease  on  vessels  that  had  previously  been  infected  by  English  cattle. 
The  restrictions  are,  consequently,  a  great  injustice  and  should  have  been  removed 
long  ago.  Their  effect  upon  the  trade  is  seen  by  reference  to  the  statistics  of  the 
English  agricultural  department,  which  show  that  in  1879  the  number  of  sheep 
imported  from  the  United  States  was  119,350,  and  that  it  rapidly  decreased  until  in 
1888  it  was  but  1,203,  though  in  1889  it  increased,  according  to  the  statistics  of  the 
United  States  Treasury  Department,  to  18,877. 

The  German  regulations  in  regard  to  American  cattle,  as  communicated  in  your 
favor  of  December  3,  1889,  prevent  the  development  of  a  profitable  trade  with  that 
country.  The  single  shipment  made  there  last  year  yielded  good  returns,  but  the 
statement  that  was  immediately  telegraphed  here  to  the  effect  that  further  imports 
of  American  cattle  had  been  prohibited  at  once  arrested  all  efforts  in  that  direction. 
"While  any  quarantine  of  our  cattle  is  an  unjust  requirement,  a  four  weeks'  retention 
would  seem  to  be  entirely  unnecessary  with  cattle  designed  for  immediate  slaughter. 
Probably  if  this  matter  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  German  Government 
more  favorable  regulations  could  be  obtained.  At  all  events,  the  State  Department 
could  be  of  service  to  the  cattle  industry  of  this  country  by  obtaining  exact  infor- 
mation as  to  the  regulations  which  would  be  enforced  against  cattle  landed  for 
slaughter.  There  appears  to  be  at  present  considerable  uncertainty  as  to  whether 
such  animals  are  entirely  prohibited,  or  whether  they  may  be  landed  and  go  to  any 
part  of  the  Empire  after  four  weeks  of  quarantine,  or  whether  such  quarantine  must 
necessarily  be  enforced  with  animals  that  might  be  at  onee  slaughtered  at  the  part 
of  landing. 

There  have  also  been  press  telegrams  from  Germany  which  stated  that  American 
dressed  beef  and  canned  meats  either  had  been  or  were  about  To  be  excluded.  I 
would  suggest  that  you  obtain  reliable  information  in  regard  to  this  matter  and 
take  such  steps  as  you  may  consider  propel  to  protect  the  interests  of  our  exporters. 

The  prohibition  of  American  pork  by  both  Germany  and  France  is  still  continued, 
notwithstanding  the  demonstrated  healthfulness  of  this  article  of  food.  This  regu- 
lation was  made  with  a  view  of  preventing  trichinosis  among  consumers,  but  it  has 
been  shown  that  no  case  of  this  disease  was  ever  produced  in  either  country  by 
AmericaD  meats:  indeed  the  curing  process  through  which  all  exported  meats  must 
pass  is  a  sufficient  safeguard  against  this  disease. 

The  surplus  of  meat-producing  animals  in  the  United  States  at  present  is  such 
that  juices  are  below  the  cost  of  production,  and  consequently  it  is  extremely  im- 
portant thai  we  should  increase  OUT  exports  of  live  animals  and  meat  products,  if 
this  can  possibly  be  accomplished. 

Any  further  information  on  this  subject  in  the  possession  of  this  Department  which 
you  may  desire  will  be  promptly  supplied. 
Verv  respect  fully, 

J.  m.  Busk, 

Secretary. 
The  Skcheta by  of  State. 


EXPORT    TRADE    IN   LIVE    STOCK    AND    MEAT    PRODUCTS.  5 

Department  of  State,  Washington,  March  4,  1890. 
Sir:  I  Lave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo, 
concerning  the  prohibitory  regulations  and  restrictions  of  the  governments  of  Fiance, 
Germany,  and  Great  Britain,  in  the  matter  of  American  live  animals  and  hog  prod- 
ucts. 

A  copy  of  your  letter  has  been  communicated  to  the  ministers  of  the  United  States 
at  Berlin,  London,  and  Paris,  to  the  end  that  they  make  all  possible  representations 
upon  the  subject  to  the  governments  to  which  they  are  respectively  accredited,  in  the 
hope  of  obtaining  a  revocation  of  the  unnecessary  measures  or  their  material  modi- 
fication in  the  interest  of  an  important  industry  of  the  United  States. 
Upon  receipt  of  the  replies  in  each  case,  I  shall  duly  apprise  you  thereof. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  G.  Blaine. 
The  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  24,  1890. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  transmitting  the  dispatch  of  Mr. 
Lincoln  concerning  the  restrictions  imposed  on  the  importation  of  American  live 
stock  into  Great  Britain,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  at  present  there  are  no  laws  by 
which  the  requirements  of  the  British  Government  can  be  complied  with  as  regards 
the  importation  of  sheep  into  the  United  States.  There  is  a  bill  now  before  Congress 
which,  if  passed,  will  give  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  authority  to  make  the  nec- 
essary regulations. 

As  to  the  number  of  inspectors  that  will  be  required  to  represent  this  Department, 
it  appears  that  a  chief  inspector  at  London,  with  one  subordinate  at  Liverpool  and 
another  at  Glasgow,  will  be  sufficient,  and  I  would,  therefore,  request  that  three  in- 
spectors be  indicated  as  the  number  probably  necessary  to  properly  inspect  the  live 
stock  arriving  there  from  this  country. 

Concerning  the  continued  discovery  of  disease  among  our  cattle,  which  is  consid- 
ered by  the  English  veterinarians  to  be  contagious  pleuro-pneumonia,  it  may  be  said 
that  such  cases  have  recently  been  reported  among  cattle  from  Baltimore,  aad  yet 
there  has  not  been  a  case  of  this  disease  discovered  in  Maryland  in  nearly  a  year. 
During  this  period  a  quarantine  lias  been  maintained,  all  animals  that  died  of  disease 
have  been  examined,  and  all  slaughtered  at  Baltimore  have  been  inspected.  So 
confident  am  I  that  the  plague  has  been  eradicated  that  the  quarantine  now  in  force 
there  wTill  be  removed  on  the  1st  of  May  next.  The  information  now  furnished  this 
Department  by  its  inspectors  indicates  most  positively  that  the  contagion  of  pleuro- 
pneumonia has  been  eradicated  from  this  country  witli  the  exception  of  a  small  area 
on  Long  Island  which  is  in  strict  quarantine  and  where  affected  herds  are  slaugh- 
tered as  soon  as  discovered.  It  is,  therefore,  inexplicable  that  cattle  should  be  shipped 
from  Baltimore  affected  with  this  disease. 

These  facts  should,  I  think,  be  plainly  presented  to  the  British  Government,  for 
even  if  they  are  unwilling  to  accept  them  as  conclusive  at  present,   it  will  prepare 
the  way  for  a  demonstration  of  our  position  when  our  inspectors  are  established  at 
the  ports  of  debarkation,  and  when  each  case  can  be  critically   examined. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 

The  Secretary  of  State. 
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Department  <>f  State,  Washington,  June  24,  1890. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  _Mth  of  April  last  to  this  Department,  relative 
to  the  inspection  of  American  cattle  in  Great  Britain,  1  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  that  a  telegram  has  been  received  from  our  minister  at  London  stating  that  vet- 
erinary inspectors  are  permitted  to  act  there.  Inclosing  a  copy  of  the  telegram  for 
your  information, 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  G.  Blaine. 
The  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary. 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  23,  1890. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  favor  of  the  2d  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  dispatch 
from  Minister  Lincoln,  at  London,  announcing  the  permission  granted  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government  for  the  stationing  of  three  veterinary  inspectors  at  the  foreign  ani- 
mals wharves  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  American  cattle  as  they 
are  landed,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  appointed  Dr.  William  H.  Wray  as  chief 
veterinary  inspector,  to  be  stationed  at  London,  and  Drs.  A.  D.  Melvin  and  J.  F. 
Ryder  as  subordinate  veterinary  inspectors,  to  be  stationed  at  Liverpool  and  Glas- 
gow, respectively. 

These  gentlemen  leave  the  United  States  on  the  26th  instant,  accompanied  by  Dr. 
D.  E.  Salmon,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  in  charge,  who  will  make 
such  arrangements  as  are  necessary  for  the  proper  inauguration  of  the  work  of  in- 
specting American  cattle.  This  party  has  been  directed  to  report  to  Minister  Lin- 
coln, at  London. 

I  have  the  honor  to  ask  that  Minister  Lincoln  be  notified  of  the  appointment  of 
these  gentlemen  and  of  the  date  of  their  departure  from  this  country,  and  requested 
to  attend  to  their  proper  introduction  to  the  British  authorities,  and  to  confer  with 
Dr.  Salmon  as  to  all  the  details  necessary  for  accomplishing  the  work  they  have  been 
appointed  to  peform.     *     *     * 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Risk, 

Secretary, 
The  Secretary  of  State. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  ok  the  secretary, 
Washington,  D.  C, March  7.  1891. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  call  yonr  attention  to  an  act  of  Congress  approved  March 
2,  L891,  entitled  u  An  act  bo  provide  for  the  safe  transport  and  humane  treatment  oi 
export  cattle  from  fche  United  States  to  foreign  countries,  and  for  other  purposes," 

and  to  request  that  copies  Of  the  same  be  sent  to  the   representatives  of  the  United 
States  in  foreign  countries,  directing  them  to  inform  the  governments  to  which  thoy 

are  respectively  accredited  of  this  legislation. 

I  would  ask  that  the  attention  of  our  minister  to  Great  Britain  be  called  to  the  pro- 
posed Legislation  by  that  Government  prohibiting  the  importation  into  that  country 

of  all   rattle    from  west    of  the   twelfth   meridian    of  longitude,  upon   the  mound  of 

cruelty  to  cattle  in  course  of  transatlantic  transportation,  and  also  to  th<-  report  of 
the  Government  commission  created  by  Parliament  last  winter  to  inquire  into  the 
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subject  of  the  ill-treatment  of  animals  crossing  the  Atlantic.  The  recommendations 
of  this  commission  are  such  that,  if  enforced,  they  will  seriously  embarrass,  if  not 
entirely  cripple,  the  export  trade  of  this  country  in  live  cattle  with  Great  Britain. 

I  would  request,  therefore,  that  our  minister  at  London  be  directed  to  inform  the 
British  Government  that,  a.s  this  Government  has  undertaken  the  work  of  regulating 
this  trade  and  assumed  the  responsibility  of  securing  proper  treatment  and  accom- 
modations for  animals  exported  from  its  ports,  legislation  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
as  affecting  export  cattle  from  the  Laiited  States  is  no  longer  necessary 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 
The  Secretary  of  State. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  I).  C,  April  13,  1891. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  11th  instant, 
containing  a  copy  of  a  cablegram  from  our  minister  at  London  requesting  to  be 
informed  of  the  essence  of  the  regulations  to  be  adopted  for  the  safe  transport  and 
humane  treatment  of  cattle  exported  from  the  United  States  to  foreign  countries. 

In  reply  I  would  suggest  that  the  following  message,  or  so  much  thereof  as  you 
may  deem  advisable,  be  cabled  to  Minister  Lincoln: 
Secretary  Rusk's  regulations  will  provide — 

(1)  Inspection  of  vessel,  to  determine  its  adaptability  to  the  cattle-carrying  trade, 
and  fixing  the  number  of  cattle  which  it  will  be  allowed  to  carry,  and  granting  a 
certificate  for  said  vessel  for  one  year,  subject  to  compliance  with  all  regulations. 

(2)  Space  for  cattle  to  be  not  less  than  2  feet  8  inches  by  8  feet  for  each  animal. 

(3)  Permanent  or  temporary  fittings  of  strong  and  substantial  character,  which 
will  be  described  in  detail. 

(4)  Ventilation,  which  will  be  regulated  by  a  proper  number  of  ventilators  and 
hatches  according  to  space  occupied  by  cattle,  and  when  necessary  steam  fans  will 
be  required. 

(5)  Quantity  of  food  to  be  loaded  will  be  regulated,  also  amount  of  fresh  water  in 
casks  and  capacity  of  condensers  for  supply  of  water. 

(6)  Number  of  attendants  for  a  shipment  of  cattle  will  be  designated,  and  such 
other  requirements  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  safe  arrival  in  good,  condition 
of  cattle  shipped. 

The  Department  thinks  no  legislation  by  Great  Britain  is  necessary,  inasmuch  as 

the  matter  has  been  taken  in  hand  by  this  Government  and  the  loading  will  be  under 

our  supervision.     We  can  agree  to  nothing  which  would  tend  to  force  some  lines  of 

ships  out  of  the  business  and  give  a  monopoly  of  the  cattle-carrying  trade  to  certain 

other  lines.     Dr.  W.  H.  Wray,  the  chief  inspector  of  this  Department  in  London, 

could  give  Mr.  Lincoln  much  information  in  regard  to  these  points. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 
The  Secretary  of  State. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washinyton,  1).  C.  May  14,  1891. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Dr.  D.  E.  Sal- 
mon, chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  of  this  Department,  to  Dr.  W.  H. 
Wray,  American  veterinary  inspector  at  the  port  of  Deptford,  London,  England,  in 
relation  to  the  two  alleged  cases  of  contagious  pleuro-pneumonia,  said  to  have  been 
found  by  the  British  veterinary  authorities  among  American  cattle  landed  at  Dept- 
ford from  Baltimore,  Md.,  ex  steamship  Parkmore,  on  April  7. 
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Accompanying  Dr.  Salmon's  letter  are  two  reports  made  by  Dr.  George  C.  Faville. 
veterinary  inspector  at  the  port  of  Baltimore,  M<1..  giving  the  history  of  the  two 
animals,  respectively,  as  traced  by  him. 

I  would  request  that  Dr.  Salmon's  letter,  together  with  Dr.  Faville's  reports,  be 
forwarded  to  our  minister  at  London  with  instructions  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
British  Government  to  the  facts  as  found  by  this  Department,  and  that  proper  steps 
he  taken  with  a  view  of  inducing  the  British  veterinary  authorities  to  withdraw 
their  conclusion  that  the  two  animals  referred  to  were  affected  with  contagious 
pleuro-pneuiuonia. 

Should  our  minister  be  unable  to  secure  such  a  modification  of  their  report.  I 
would  ask  that  he  be  directed  to  file  a  firm  but  respectful  protest  against  the  con- 
clusion of  the  British  veterinary  authorities  as  not  being  in  accordance  with  the 
facts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 

The  Secretary  of  State. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Bureau  of  Animal  Industry, 
Washington,  D.  C,  May  11,  1891. 

Sir:  Upon  receipt  of  your  cablegram  of  the  18th  ultimo,  requesting  the  tracing  of 
the  animal  bearing  tag  Xo.  77341,  and  your  subsequent  cablegram  requesting  the 
tracing  of  animal  bearing  tag  Xo.  76888,  I  immediately  directed  Dr.  George  C.  Fa- 
ville, our  inspector  at  the  port  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  at  which  port  said  animals  were 
tagged  and  shipped  per  steamship  Park-more,  on  March  21,  for  Deptford,  London,  to 
trace  said  animals. 

I  inclose  herewith  for  your  information  Dr.  Faville's  report  of  April  24.  showing 
the  tracing  of  animal  bearing  tag  Xo.  77341,  and  his  report  of  May  9  of  the  tracing 
of  animal  bearing  tag  Xo.  76888.  It  appears  from  the  first  report  that  animal 
bearing  tag  Xo.  77341  was  shipped  by  Messrs.  Myers  &  Hauseman,  of  Baltimore,  and 
was  one  of  the  64  head  purchased  by  them  on  March  16  at  Pittsburg  stock  yards, 
Pennsylvania.  These  animals  all  came  from  Circleville  and  Chillicothe.  Ohio, 
and  Dr.  Faville  gives  the  names  of  the  owners  of  the  farms  from  which  they  came, 
and  which  he  visited.  He  found,  on  personal  examination,  that  the  premises  are  in 
excellent  condition;  that  the  herds  at  present  thereon  are  in  fine,  healthy  condition, 
and  that  at  no  time  has  there  been  any  contagious  disease  of  cattle  known  to  exist 
in  that  part  of  the  United  States. 

Steer  bearing  tag  Xo.  76888  was  shipped  by  Messrs.  Myers  &  Hauseman  per  steam- 
ship I'arkmore.  and  was  tagged  at  Baltimore  on  March  20,  1891,  being  one  of  a  lot 
of  29  animals,  27  of  which  came  from  Frederick  County.  Bid.,  one  from  YVarrenton. 
Yd.,  and  one  from  Summit  Point,  W.Va.  As  shown  by  Dr.  Faville's  report,  he  ex- 
amined all  the  premises  from  which  these  animals  came  and  found  the  same  to  be 
ficc  from  disease,  and  there  never  has  been  any  history  of  any  contagious  disease 
among  the  cattle  thereof. 

It  appearSj  therefore,  from  the  tracing  of  these  two  animals,  that  their  history 
shows  an  absence  of  any  source  of  infection  from  which  they  could  have  takeu  the 
contagions  disease  known  as  pleuro-pnenmonia,  and  that  the  parts  of  the  country 
from  which  they  came  never  had  an  outbreak  of  this  disease. 

The  conclusion  is  consequently  inevitable  that  the  two  Bteers,  the  tag  numbers 
of  which  yon  cabled,  and  which  arrived  at  Deptford,  London,  on  the  steamship 
Parkmcre,  could  n<>t  have  been  affected  with  contagious  plenro-pneumonia, 

I  have  also  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  giving 
detail-  in  regard  to  the  diagnosis  by  the  British  authorities  of  plenro-pneumonia  in 
these  two  steerSj  and  your  conclusion  that  the  saint;  were  cases  of  interstitial  nneumo- 
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ma  and  pleurisy;  also  the  further  fact  that  Dr.  Ryder,  stationed  at  Glasgow,  and  Dr. 
Melvin,  at  Liverpool,  had  examined  these  lungs  in  consultation  with  yon,  and  that 
they  agreed  with  your  diagnosis.  I  note  the  further  statement  that  Dr.  J.  E.  Ryder, 
of  the  American  Veterinary  College  of  New  York,  now  in  London,  had  likewise  con- 
sulted with  you  and  that  he  decided  that  it  was  interstitial  pneumonia  and  not  con- 
tagious: also  the  further  fact  that  Prof.  W.  Williams,  of  the  Veterinary  College  at 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  and  his  son,  who  is  professor  of  cattle  pathology  and  obstetrics 
at  the  same  college,  had  examined  these  lungs  under  the  microscope,  and  that  their 
decision  was  corroborative  of  your  own  and  that  of  Drs.  Melvin  and  Ryder. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  this  corroborative  evidence,  as  well  as  of  the  history  of  the 
two  animals  on  this  side  of  the  water,  and  the  physical  impossibility  of  their  having 
contracted  the  disease  here,  I  am  forced  to  agree  with  you  in  your  diagnosis  and 
confirm  the  same. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  lay  before  the  British  veterinary  authorities  the 
history  of  the  tracing  of  these  two  animals  on  this  side  of  the  water,  and  I  am  satis- 
fied that,  when  they  learn  of  the  absolute  freedom  from  disease  at  all  times  of  the 
premises  and  herds  and  parts  of  the  country  from  which  these  animals  were  shipped, 
as  appears  from  the  thorough  investigation  just  made,  they  will  be  willing  to  with- 
draw their  conclusion  that  these  animals  were  affected  with  contagious  pleuro- 
pneumonia. 

Very  respectfully, 

D.  E.  Salmon, 
Chief  of  Bureau. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Wray, 
Deptford,  London. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  27,  1891. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  19th  instaut, 
inclosing  a  communication  from  the  British  minister,  together  with  the  official  notice 
by  the  government  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  of  the  establishment  of  a  quaran- 
tine period  of  fifteen  days'  duration  on  all  sheep  and  swine  imported  into  Canada 
from  foreign  countries. 

In  view  of  this  action  by  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  the  consequent  removal  of 
the  cause  which  made  necessary  my  order  of  quarantine  of  May  19, 1891,  on  all  sheep 
and  swine  imported  into  the  United  States  from  Canada,  I  have  removed  the  quar- 
antine established  by  this  order,  and  directed  that  all  sheep  and  swine  imported 
into  the  LTnited  States  from  Canada  shall  be  admitted  without  quarantine,  provided 
the  same  are  free  of  disease  on  inspection  at  time  of  entry. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  information,  and  for  communication  to  the 
British  minister  at  Washington,  a  copy  of  the  order  removing  said  quarantine. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 
The  Secretary  of  State. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,!  I).  ft,  November  12,  1891. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  7th  instant 
in  relation  to  the  quarantine  regulations  of  Canada,  which  will  doubtless  prevent 
the  exhibition  at  the  World's  Columbian   Exposition  of  some  valuable  Canadian 
stock,  and  have  to  inform  you  that  I  have  given  the  subject  careful  consideration. 
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I  feel  sanguine  that  this  Department  will  have  plenro-pnenmonia  entirely  eradi- 
cated from  thi^  country,  and  be  able  to  base  upon  that  fact  a  request  to  the  Cana- 
dian government  for  the  entire  removal  of  their  quarantine  long  before  the  opening 

of  the  Exposition.  They  will  have  no  more  reason  to  quarantine  against  our  cattle 
than  we  have  to  quarantine  against  theirs,  and  the  failure  on  the  part  of  Canada  to 
remove  such  quarantine  will  be  sufficient  ground  for  the  President  to  exercise  the 
authority  vested  in  him  by  section  5  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  August  30, 
L890. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir.  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Busk, 

iary. 
The  Secretary  of  State. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  I).  C.  November  /■■,  :■ 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  11th  instant 
inclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  a  correspondent  setting  forth  the  cruelty  practiced 
upon  animals  on  shipboard. 

In  reply  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  cruelties  alleged  to  have  been  prac- 
ticed on  cattle  in  shipment  from  the  United  States  have.  I  am  glad  to  say.  almost, 
if  not  entirely,  ceased. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  sir.  vour  most  obedient  servant. 

J.  M.  Busk, 

targ. 
The  Secretary  of  state. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington.  1>.  C.  November  94,  IS 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  your  attention  to  the  provision  of  Article  G6  of 
the  tariff  ordinance  of  the  Eepublic  of  Mexico,  issued  May  15, 1891,  in  relation  to  the 
inspection  of  cattle  of  all  kinds  imported  into  that  country. 

A  translation  of  the  article  is  herewith  inclosed,  as  furnished  to  this  Department 
by  the  courtesy  of  the  Bureau  of  American  Republics.  This  article  requires  two 
veterinary  inspections,  one  to  be  made  in  this  country  by  a  veterinarian  To  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Mexican  consul  stationed  at  the  point  of  shipment,  and  another  to 
be  made  at  the  custom-house  at  the  port  of  arrival  by  a  veterinarian  appointed  by 
the  collector  thereof :  both  these  inspections  to  be  at  the  expense  of  the  shipper  from 
this  country.  This  double  inspection  is  a  burdensome  tax  upon  our  exporters  of 
live  animals  to  Mexico,  and  is  unwarranted  as  a  protection  against  the  introduction 
of  cuttle  diseases  into  the  Mexican  Republic. 

Thi>  Department,  under  the  act  of  Congress  ^t'  March  :>.  1891,  Is  authorised  to 
cause  to  be  made  a  careful  inspection  of  all  cattle  intended  for  export  to  foreign 
countries,  and  to  give  official  certificates  of  health  in  case  said  cattle  are  sound  and 
tree  from  disease.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  such  a  certificate  should  be  accepted  by 
the  Republic  <>f  Mexico  as  sufficient  to  admit  our  live  BtocH  into  that  country. 

Requesting  that  you  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Mexican  Government  to  this 
matter,  and  having  confidence  that  the  same  will  be  promptly  remedied,  and  the 
official  certificate  of  this  Department  accepted  a^  entitling  animals  to  admittance, 

BO  In  BS  health  IS  concerned. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  >ir.  your  obedient  servant, 


CREl  AKY    ..l     Si  ai  k. 


J.  M.  Risk. 

v    retery. 
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U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculti  bi  . 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 

Washington,  I).  C,  January  1.'.  1892, 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  give  the  proper  directions  for  bring- 
ing to  the  attention  of  the  British  Government  the  unjust  and  discriminating  regu- 
lations still  enforced  against  animals  imported  into  Great  Britain  and  Canada  from 
the  United  States. 

A  full  statement  of  our  case  in  relation  to  the  British  regulations  was  made  in  my 
letters  to  you  dated  February  18,  1890,  and  May  20,  1891,  and  I  will,  therefore,  only 
briefly  review  the  salient  features  in  this  communication. 

Since  1879  there  has  been  an  order  enforced  which  requires  all  cattle,  sheep,  and 
swine  from  this  country  to  be  slaughtered  at  the  port  of  landing  within  ten  days 
after  arrival.  This  regulation  is  extremely  detrimental  to  one  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  our  export  trade,  since  it  entirely  prevents  animals  from  going  inland  to 
be  fed  and  prepared  for  market  or  from  being  shipped  to  those  markets  where  at  the 
time  of  arrival  prices  happen  to  be  most  remunerative.  The  result  is  that  the  sheep 
and  swine  trade  has  been  practically  destroyed,  the  shipment  of  store  cattle  is  entirely 
prevented,  and  our  shippers,  it  is  estimated,  fail  to  realize  as  much  by  about  ten  dol- 
lars per  head  for  fat  cattle  as  is  received  for  the  same  class  of  animals  from  Canada, 
which  are  not  subject  to  these  regulations. 

The  prohibition  on  the  introduction  of  sheep  and  swine  was  established  because 
of  the  alleged  existence  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  the  United  States,  but  it  has 
been  shown  that  this  disease  never  existed  here  except  in  the  case  of  a  few  small 
herds  of  cattle  which  were  imported  from  Great  Britain,  and  in  these  cases  it  was 
promptly  stamped  out  at  the  port  of  entry.  There  has  not  been  a  case  of  this  dis- 
ease even  at  the  ports  since  March,  1884,  and  the  regulations  of  this  Department  are 
now  sufficiently  stringent  to  prevent  any  introduction  of  the  contagion. 

The  order  against  cattle  was  based  on  the  existence  of  pleuro-pneumonia  among 
the  dairy  cattle  of  a  few  small  districts  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  This  disease, 
however,  has  been  eradicated  from  the  districts  referred  to  by  the  prompt  slaughter 
of  all  diseased  and  exposed  animals.  The  only  district  where  the  disease  has  been 
discovered  within  the  past  ten  months  is  a  small  section  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
where  a  limited  outbreak  was  discovered  in  September  last.  Every  diseased  and 
exposed  animal  was  promptly  slaughtered,  the  whole  section  was  held  under  the 
most  rigid  quarantine,  premises  have  been  thoroughly  disinfected,  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  disease  has  been  eradicated. 

About  eighteen  months  ago  this  Department  stationed  inspectors  at  the  British 
ports  where  our  cattle  are  landed  to  observe  the  disease,  if  any,  with  which  they 
were  affected  on  arrival.  During  that  time,  although  nearly  half  a  million  head 
have  been  inspected,  but  two  animals  have  been  considered  by  the  British  inspect- 
ors to  be  affected  Avith  pleuro-pneumonia.  These  animals  were  shipped  during  the 
inclement  weather  of  early  spring,  and  were  believed  by  our  inspectors  to  be  affected 
with  ordinary  pneumonia,  brought  on  by  exposure.  The  history  of  these  animals 
was  traced,  and  it  was  found  that  they  could  not  have  been  exposed  to  the  contagion 
of  pleuro-pneumonia. 

It  is  apparent  from  these  facts  that  the  prohibition  against  sheep  and  swine  was 
made  on  incorrect  information  as  to  the  existence  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  tho 
United  States,  and  that  justice  requires  its  immediate  removal.  It  is  also  apparent 
that  there  is  no  longer  any  danger  of  our  export  cattle  being  affected  with  pleuro- 
pneumonia, if  they  ever  were  subjected  to  such  danger  in  this  country.  With  the 
regulations  now  in  force  export  cattle  are  carefully  inspected  before  shipment,  and 
their  freedom  from  contagion  is  guaranteed. 

If,  however,  the  British  Government  should  have  any  doubts  about  the  safety  of 
cattle  shipped  from  the  port  of  New  York,  we  would  be  satisfied  for  the  present  with 
an  order  removing  the  prohibition  from  cattle  shipped  from  Chicago  by  way  of  Port- 
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land,  Me.,  Boston,  Baltimore,  and  Newport  News.  This  would  insure  that  no  export 
cattle  would  go  near  any  district  where  pleuro-pueuraonia  had  existed  during  the  last 
two  years. 

The  authorities  of  Great  Britain  are  expressly  given  the  power  by  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, I  understand,  to  relieve  certain  sections  of  any  country  from  the  effect  of  such 
prohihitions  when  such  country  has  adopted  proper  regulations  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  the  contagious  diseases  of  animals.  There  is  no  reason  why  such  a  regulation  as  is 
above  suggested  should  not  be  made  at  once,  and  its  adoption  would  he  a  gratifying 
evidence  to  our  people  of  a  friendly  spirit,  and  of  a  desire  to  place  no  greater  hard- 
ships on  our  trade  than  are  believed  to  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  introduction  of 
diseases  dangerous  to  the  cattle  of  that  country. 

It  should  be  noted  in  this  connection  that  although  pleuro-pneumonia  has  been 
disseminated  over  Great  Britain  for  many  years,  this  Government  has  never  adopted 
a  prohibition  against  the  cattle  of  that  country,  but  has  allowed  them  admission 
after  a  reasonable  quarantine.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  although  the  sheep  and 
swine  of  Great  Britain  are  affected  by  the  same  diseases  as  affect  the  sheep  and  swine 
of  the  United  States,  no  prohibition  has  been  adopted  against  these  animals,  but 
after  a  few  days'  quarantine  they  are  allowed  to  go  to  any  part  of  the  country. 

These  facts  are  mentioned  in  order  to  show  that  the  regulations  of  this  Govern- 
ment have  been  framed  in  a  friendly  spirit,  and  with  a  view  to  facilitate  the  trade 
between  the  two  countries,  and  I  trust  that  when  our  case  is  fully  presented  to  the 
British  Government  they  will  be  willing  to  make  such  favorable  modification  of 
their  regulations  as  is  justified  by  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in  the  United 
States. 

The  Canadian  Government  has  long  enforced  a  quarantine  of  ninety  days  on  cattle 
imported  from  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the  alleged  danger  of  these  animals 
being  affected  with  pleuro-pneumonia.  This  quarantine  entirely  prevents  the  ship- 
ment of  such  animals  and  is  a  great  hardship  to  our  farmers.  For  the  reasons  given 
above  this  quarantine  should  now  be  removed. 

If  there  are  still  fears  in  regard  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  we  would  be  satisfied 
to  have  the  quarantine  applied  to  cattle  from  that  State,  in  ease  cattle  from  other 
States  are  exempted  from  its  provisions. 

Believing  that  the  time  has  come  for  a  vigorous  presentation  of  these  facts, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Risk, 

Secretary. 

The  Secretary  of  State. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  January  IS,  1SD.2. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12th 
instant  relative  to  the  unjust  and  discriminating  regulations  still  enforced  against 
animals  imported  into  Great  Britain  and  Canada  from  the  United  States,  and  to 
inform  you  that  our  minister  at  London  has  been  instructed  to  bring  the  matter  to 
the  attention  of  the  British  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  G.  Blaine. 
The  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  <>i    mi:  Sj  cretary, 
Washington.   D.  (.,  June  1$,  ISO?. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  die  receipt  of  yonr  favor  of  the  2d  instant 
Inclosing  (<>]>y  of  dispatch  No.  678,  of  the  9th  ultimo,  from  our  minister  at  London 
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relative  to  restrictions  on  the  importation  of  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine  into  Great 
Britain  from  the  United  States. 

I  regret  to  learn  that  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  maintains  its  position  that 
the  cattle  landed  from  the  United  States  affected  with  lung  disease  since  August, 
1890,  were  suffering  from  contagious  pleuro-pneumonia.  I  feel  very  certain  that 
these  animals  were  simply  affected  with  ordinary  pneumonia,  contracted  by  expo- 
sure to  the  inclement  weather  of  winter  and  spring — the  season  when  these  cases 
occurred.  The  history  of  the  animals,  as  well  as  the  appearance  of  the  lungs,  bears 
me  out  in  this  view.  If  this  conclusion  is  correct,  then  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  will,  if  it  adheres  to  thepolicy  laid  down  in  its  correspondence,  maintain  its 
prohibition  against  the  introduction  of  American  live  cattle  for  all  time,  as  cases  of 
pneumonia  from  exposure  in  severe  weather  must  continue  to  occur  in  spite  of  any 
precautions  which  can  be  taken. 

The  United  States  is  now  free  from  contagious  pleuro-pneumonia,  this  disease 
having  been  eradicated  by  the  destruction  of  all  diseased  and  exposed  animals.  This 
Government  can  not,  therefore,  rest  any  longer  under  the  imputation  of  disseminating 
the  contagion  of  that  plague  with  its  export  cattle.  We  are  simply  asking  for 
justice  in  this  matter,  and  unless  that  is  granted  such  measures  should  be  adopted 
as  are  likely  to  secure  it. 

As  a  willingness  is  shown  to  remove  the  prohibition  against  the  introduction  of 
American  sheep.  I  would  request  that  Mr.  Lincoln  be  instructed  to  make  such  rep- 
resentations to  the  Marquis  of  Salisbury  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  removal 
of  this  prohibition  as  soon  as  possible  under  the  conditions  laid  down  in  the  letter  of 
the  Marquis  of  Salisbury  to  Mr.  Lincoln. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 

The  Secretary  of  State. 


U.  S.  Department  or  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  I).  C,  July  5,  189.2. 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  the  following  letter,  signed  by  the  principal  exporters  of 
cattle  from  the  United  States  to  European  countries : 

We.  the  undersigned,  make  the  following  request :  That  you  will  please  give  such 
instructions  to  the  men  under  your  employ  at  the  various  ports  from  which  cattle 
are  exported  to  allow  the  parties  hereto  to  place  one  man  to  every  thirty-three  head 
of  cattle  on  all  steamers  leaving  the  United  States  for  foreign  ports.  By  so  doing 
you  will  relieve  us  of  unnecessary  expenses,  and  confer  upon  us  all  a  great  favor. 

By  far  the  greater  number  of  cattle  exported  are  shipped  to  Great  Britain,  the 
regulations  of  which  country  provide  as  follows: 

(13)  Attendance. — Every  consignment  of  cattle  shall  be  in  charge  of  a  responsible 
foreman,  who  shall  have  under  him  competent  assistants  numbering  with  himself 
one  for  every  twenty-five  head  of  cattle,  and  proper  and  suitable  accommodation 
for  these  persons  shall  be  provided. 

The  regulations  of  this  Department  have  also  required  one  man  to  every  twenty- 
five  head  of  cattle.  As  it  appears  from  the  statement  of  the  exporters,  that  one  man 
for  every  thirty-three  head  of  cattle  would  be  sufficient  and  would  considerably 
lessen  the  expense  of  exporting,  I  would  request  that  your  Department  present  this 
matter  through  the  proper  channels  to  the  British  Government  and  make  inquiries 
as  to  whether  they  are  willing  to  modify  the  requirements  of  their  regulations  as 
above  proposed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 
The  Secretary  of  State. 
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U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary. 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  6,  1892. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant, 
inclosing  a  copy  of  a  note  from  the  minister  of  Prance  at  this  capital,  asking  that 
the  quarantine  regulations  of  this  country  relative  to  imported  horned  cattle  may 
be  set  aside  in  the  case  of  certain  milch  cows  from  Brittany  and  Normandy  which 
French  cattle-breeders  would  like  to  send  to  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition. 

In  regard  to  these  regulations,  I  would  state  that  they  are  considered  necessary 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  contagious  diseases  of  cattle,  and  that  for  this  rea- 
son they  can  not  be  set  aside,  nor  can  exceptions  to  their  operation  be  permitted. 
At  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  there  will  be  a  collection  of  the  best  animals 
from  all  parts  of  the  United  States  and  from  many  foreign  countries,  and  every  pre- 
caution should  be  taken  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  any  contagious  disease  which 
would  spread  among  therm  and  which  might  be  disseminated  from  there  to  all  sec- 
tions of  the  country. 

While  earnestly  desiring  to  facilitate  in  every  proper  manner  the  admission  of 
animals  for  the  purpose  indicated,  it  would  be  inconsistent  for  this  Department  to 
relax  any  of  the  requirements  now  enforced  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  conta- 
gion. Indeed,  such  action  on  the  part  of  this  Department  would  tend  to  weaken 
the  exhibition,  as  owners  of  valuable  animals  are  not  willing  to  send  them  to  such 
a  place  unless  every  reasonable  precaution  is  taken  to  protect  them  from  disease. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Busk, 

Secretary, 
The  Secretary  of  State. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  tiie  Secretary. 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  12.  1892. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  9th  instant, 
inclosing  a  copy  of  a  dispatch,  No.  131,  from  the  consul  at  Havre  and  also  a  letter 
addressed  to  me  by  that  officer,  in  relation  to  permitting  the  introduction  of  Xorruan 
cat  tit-  into  this  country  for  exhibition  at  the  World's  Columbian  Exposition  with- 
out imposing  the  quarantine  restrictions  now  in  force. 

As  this  request  is  similar  to  that  contained  in  the  note  from  the  minister  of  France 
which  you  transmitted  in  your  letter  of  the  2nd  instant,  and  to  which  reply  was 
made  on  the  6th  instant,  I  would  state  that,  on  account  of  the  existence  of  conta- 
gious diseases  in  France,  I  must  adhere  to  the  decision  then  made,  and  require  that 
all  such  animals  should  pass  the  required  time  at  our  quarantine  stations. 

Alter  a  struggle  of  six  years'  duration  we  have  just  succeeded  in  eradicating  the 
contagious  pleuro-pneumonia  of  cattle  from  this  country,  and  I  can  not  now  take 
action  which  might  allow  its  reimportation,  and  thus  undo  all  that  has  been  accom- 
plished 

I  have  the  lienor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


J.  M.  Rusk, 

S    retarg. 


The  Secretary  or  State. 


U.  8.  Depari  mix  i  <>i'  Agrici  i  i  dre, 

( >i  i  Ki    01     i  iii     Ski  i:i  i  \i:v, 
Washington.  l>.  <  ..  September?,  ISO:. 
Sir  :  I  h  .M-  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  <»r  your  note  of  the  30th  ultimo, 
inclosing  a  lettei  from  Mr.  D.  II.  Talbot,  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  asking  thai  retaliatory 
measures  be  adopted  t.»  Beoure  the  removal,  by  the  Canadian  Government,  of  the 
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embargo  placed  upon  the  shipment  of  cattle  from  this  country  over  the  Canadian 
railroads. 

In  regard  to  this  I  would  suggest  that  Mr.  Talbot  be  informed  that  negotiations 
are  now  in  progress  which  it  is  hoped  will  secure  the  removal  of  the  restrictions 
referred  to  at  an  earlier  date  than  this  could  be  obtained  by  resorting  to  the  extreme 
measure  of  retaliation.  The  case  of  this  Government  is  continually  growing  stronger 
on  account  of  the  time  that  has  elapsed  since  the  complete  eradication  of  the  conta- 
gious pleuro-pneumonia  of  cattle,  the  presence  of  which  disease  in  this  country  was 
the  alleged  cause  for  the  adoption  of  this  embargo;  and  it  would  consequently  ap- 
pear that  within  a  short  time  we  may  reasonably  expect  the  revocation  of  these 
vexatious  regulations. 

I  have  the  honor,  etc., 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 

The  Secretary  of  State. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  24,  1892. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  herewith  copy  of  my  official  proclamation, 
to  issue  Monday,  the  26th  instant,  declaring  the  United  States  to  be  free  from  the 
disease  known  as  contagious  pleuro-pneumonia,  and  announcing  the  raising  of  quar- 
antine therefor  in  the  United  States. 

I  would  suggest  that  a  copy  of  this  proclamation  be  sent  to  every  minister  of  the 
United  States  accredited  to  a  European  country,  as  well  as  to  every  consul-general, 
consul,  and  oonsular  agent  in  Europe.  As  the  absolute  freedom  of  this  country  from 
this  disease,  and  the  dates  given  since  which  no  case  of  pleuro-pneumonia  has  oc- 
curred, should  have  a  marked  effect  in  facilitating  our  live-cattle  trade,  and  in 
securing  the  removal  of  all  restrictions  imposed  upon  our  cattle  trade  by  Euro- 
pean countries,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  our  representatives  abroad  instructed 
to  present  these  facts  as  strongly  as  possible  to  the  various  governments  to  which 
they  are  accredited.  In  case  my  suggestion  meets  with  your  approval,  I  send  here- 
with 150  copies  of  the  proclamation,  and,  should  any  more  be  required  by  your 
Department  for  transmission  abroad,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  supply  additional  copies 
without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 

The  Secretary  of  State. 


PROCLAMATION. 

ERADICATION   OF   PLEURO-PNEUMONIA. 

U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary. 
To  all  whom  it  may  concern: 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  quarantines  heretofore  existing  in  the  counties  of 
Kings  and  Queens,  State  of  New  York,  and  the  counties  of  Essex  and  Hudson,  State 
of  New  Jersey,  for  the  suppression  of  contagious  pleuro-pneumonia  among  cattle,  are 
this  day  removed. 

The  removal  of  the  aforesaid  quarantines  completes  the  dissolving  of  all  quaran- 
tines established  by  this  Department  in  the  several  sections  of  the  United  States  for 
the  suppression  of  the  above-named  disease. 
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No  case  of  this  disease  has  occurred  in  the  State  of  Illinois  since  December  29,  1887, 
a  period  of  more  than  four  years  and  eight  months. 

No  case  has  occurred  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  since  September  29,  1888,  a  period 
of  four  years  within  a  few  days. 

No  case  has  occurred  in  the  State  of  Maryland  since  September  18,  1889,  a  period  of 
three  years. 

No  case  has  occurred  in  the  State  of  New  York  since  April  30, 1891,  a  period  of  more 
than  one  year  and  four  months. 

No  case  has  occurred  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey  since  March  25,  1892,  a  period  of 
six  months,  and  no  case  has  occurred  in  any  other  portion  of  the  United  States  within 
the  past  five  years. 

I  do,  therefore,  hereby  officially  declare  that  the  United  States  is  free  from  the  dis- 
ease known  as  contagious  pleuro-pneumonia. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  D.  C,  this  26th  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1892. 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  3,  1892. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  you  will  take  the  proper  steps  to  bring  to 
the  attention  of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  the  unnecessary  and  injurious  re- 
strictions which  are  still  enforced  upon  all  shipments  of  live  cattle  from  the  United 
States  to  Great  Britain  and  to  Canada.  The  regulations  referred  to  require  that  all 
live  cattle  landed  in  Great  Britain  shall  be  slaughtered  on  the  docks  where  landed 
within  ten  days  after  quitting  the  ships  which  transport  them,  and  that  all  animals 
of  this  species  entering  the  Dominion  of  Canada  shall  be  held  in  a  quarantine  station 
for  a  period  of  ninety  days. 

It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  add  that  such  regulations  prevent  the  shipment  of  cat- 
tle, except  those  intended  for  immediate  slaughter.  The  trade  in  pure-bred  animals 
and  in  those  for  grazing  purposes  is  entirely  prevented,  while  animals  for  slaughter 
do  not  realize  the  prices  which  they  otherwise  would.  These  regulations,  therefore, 
cause  hardship  and  loss  to  our  shippers,  and  entirely  prevent  a  trade  which  would 
undoubtedly  prove  advantageous  to  both  countries. 

The  regulations  in  question  were  adopted  in  1879  because  of  the  supposed  danger 
of  the  introduction  of  the  contagious  pleuro-pneumonia  from  the  United  states. 
Since  that  time,  however,  this  Government  has  provided  for  the  eradication  of  thai 
disease,  and  it  no  longer  exists  in  any  part  of  the  United  States.  A  period  of  more 
than  six  months  has  elapsed  since  the  last  affected  animal  was  slaughtered,  and  every 
precaution  has  been  observed  during  this  period  to  discover  the  disease  in  ease  of  its 
existence.  As  no  cases  have  occurred  subsequent  to  that  time.  T  have  officially  de- 
clared this  country  to  be  free  from  the  contagion,  and  copies  of  this  declaration  were 
scut  you  on  the  24th  ultimo. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  during  the  period  these  restrictions  have  been  en- 
forced upon  our  cattle  trade,  Canadian  cattle  for  sale  in  this  country  and  tor  export 
to  Europe  have  been  admitted  through  the  United  states  ports  without  detention, 
;n id  tli at  those  Iron i  (ireat  Britain  and  Ireland  have  been  admit  ted,  after  a  reasonable 
period  of  quarantine,  although  it  is  well  known  that  pleuro-pneumonia  has  long  pre- 
vailed in  the  British  Isles,  it  may  also  be  said  that  there  is  no  disposition  to  enforce 
this  quarantine  after  the  disease  in  question  has  been  eradicated  from  Greal  Britain 
and  [reland,  provided  these  countries  remain  free  from  other  contagious  diseases 
dangerous  to  the  stock  interests  of  this  country  . 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  British  Government  will  see  the  injustice  and  unncces- 
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sary  character  of  the  present  regulations,  and  will  be  disposed  to  revoke  them  at  an 
early  day. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 
The  Secretary  of  State. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  1).  (\,  Xor ember  16,  1892. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  14th  instant, 
inclosing  copy  of  dispatch  No.  812,  from  the  charge"  d'affaires  at  London,  covering 
copy  of  a  note  addressed  by  him  to  the  Earl  of  Roseberry  relative  to  restrictions  upon 
the  importation  of  American  live  cattle  into  England. 

Concerning  this  subject,  I  would  state  that  since  my  former  communication  to  you 
an  inspector  has  been  sent  to  each  one  of  the  farms  from  which  the  cattle  came  that 
compose  the  lot  shipped  from  Cincinnati,  one  of  which  was  alleged  by  the  English 
iuspectors  to  be  affected  with  contagious  pleuro-pneumoni;i,  when  it  was  slaughtered 
at  Deptford,  on  October  12,  1892.  All  of  these  farms  were  found  to  be  free  from 
disease,  and,  it  is  conclusively  shown  that  there  never  has  been  any  pleuro-pneumonia 
in  the  localities  where  they  are  situated.  It  may  be  stated  with  equal  positiveness 
that  none  of  these  cattle  could  by  any  possibility  have  been  exposed  to  the  contagion 
of  that  disease  on  their  way  to  the  vessel  which  transported  them  to  Great  Britain. 

It  should  also  be  added  that  a  specimen  of  the  affected  lung  of  the  animal  in  ques- 
tion has  been  received  from  our  inspector  at  London,  and  carefully  examined  by  the 
experts  of  this  Department.  This  specimen  presents  a  small  area  affected  with  in- 
flammation, but  it  has  none  of  the  peculiar  appearances  of  pleuro-pneumonia.  It  is 
the  kind  of  lesion  which  might  be  expected  to  follow  from  au  injury  to  the  animal 
or  exposure  to  draughts  or  changes  of  temperature  on  board  the  ship. 

Such  alterations  of  the  lungs  are  not  uncommon  with  animals  which  undergo  the 
discomforts  and  exposures  incident  to  long  journeys  by  rail  and  steamship,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  that  they  will  be  found  in  a  small  portion  of  American  bullocks  as  long 
as  these  are  shipped  across  the  ocean.  They  have  also  been  observed  in  English  cat- 
tle shipped  to  the  United  States.  This  being  the  case,  it  becomes  a  serious  question 
if  such  unimportant  and  noncontagious  affections  are  to  be  accepted  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  as  sufficient  reason  for  continuing  the  restrictions  upon  the 
live-cattle  trade,  which  have  been  in  operation  for  so  long  a  period.  It  simply  means 
that  an  unjust  discrimination  is  to  be  enforced  for  all  time  against  one  of  the  most 
important  branches  of  our  trade  with  that  country.  Against  such  discrimination  this 
Government  has  a  right  to  protest  in  the  most  vigorous  langugage  at  its  command. 

It  has  recently  been  stated  by  the  press  of  Great  Britain  that  a  cow  shipped  to 
that  country  from  Canada  was  officially  pronounced  to  be  affected  with  contagious 
pleuro-pneumonia,  that  over  one  hundred  head  of  cattle  exposed  to  it  have  been 
slaughtered,  and  that  an  order  has  been  issued  requiring  all  Canadian  cattle  to  be 
slaughtered  on  the  docks  where  landed. 

With  these  official  statements  before  this  Department,  it  becomes  necessary  to 
consider  what  restrictions  are  to  be  placed  by  this  Government  upon  cattle  coming 
into  the  United  States  from  Canada. 

By  the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of  money  we  have  eradicated  pleuro-pneumonia, 
and  I  am  positive  that  the  country  is  now  free  from  the  contagion  of  that  disease. 
It  is  an  imperative  duty  to  protect  our  herds  from  it  in  the  future,  and  if  Canada  is 
officially  declared  by  the  British  Government  to  be  an  infected  country,  there  is 
;  left  fo 

14932- 
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all  shipments  of  rattle  from  Canada  to  the  United  States.  I  should  like  to  he  in- 
formed if  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  Las  any  reasons  to  offer  why  the  United 
States  should  not  apply  the  same  measures  to  Canadian  cattle  coming  to  the  United 
States  which  are  enforced  when  such  cattle  are  landed  in  England  and  Scotland. 
Personally,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  same  error  has  heen  made  in  diagnosing  the 
disease  affecting  the  Canadian  cow  which  was  made  in  connection  with  the  Ameri- 
can bullocks,  and  for  that  reason  I  have  delayed  the  quarantine  restrictions  in  the 
hopes  that  a  further  investigation  would  he  made  and  a  more  liheral  policy  adopted 
by  the  British  Government.  If  such  is  not  to  he  expected,  however,  then  I  see  no 
alternative  hut  to  apply  the  same  regulations  and  for  the  same  reason  to  cattle  im- 
ported into  this  country  from  Great  Britain  and  its  dependencies. 

Requesting  that  the  proper  representation  of  this  subject  he  made  to  that  Govern- 
ment, I  have  the  honor  to  he,  sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk. 

Secretary. 

The  Secretary  of  State. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.. 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  D.  C,  February  2,  1893. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  26th  ultimo, 
inclosing  a  copy  of  dispatch  No.  897,  from  the  United  States  minister  at  London, 
relative  to  the  restrictions  upon  the  admission  of  American  cattle  into  Canada,  this 
dispatch  being  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  note  from  the  Earl  of  Roseberry  on  the 
same  subject. 

Concerning  this  dispatch  and  also  a  former  one,  No.  857,  from  the  charge  d'affaires 
ad  interim  at  London,  which  inclosed  a  note  of  the  same  tenor  from  the  Earl  of  Rose- 
berry,  relative  to  the  admission  of  American  cattle  into  Great  Britain,  I  desire  te 
state  in  the  most  positive  terms  that  this  Department  does  not  admit  the  correctness 
of  the  opinion  of  the  Canadian  minister  of  agriculture  that  pleuro-pneumonia  exists 
in  New  Jersey,  nor  the  conclusion  of  the  veterinary  officers  of  the  board  of  agricul- 
ture that  animals  affected  with  this  disease  have  been  found  among  cattle  shipped 
from  the  United  States  to  Great  Britain.  On  the  contrary,  I  must  express  an  em- 
phatic protest  against  such  unjust  and  unfounded  conclusions. 

There  has  not  been  a  case  of  pleuro-pneumonia  in  New  Jersey  since  March  26, 
1892,  a  period  of  more  than  ten  months.  On  September  26,  1892,  I  issued  a  procla- 
mation stating  that  there  had  not  been  a  case  of  pleuro-pneumonia  in  the  United 
States  for  a  period  of  six  months,  and  that  the  contagion  had  been  entirely  eradica- 
ted from  this  country.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  the  Canadian  minister  of 
agriculture  can  state  that  he  believes  this  disease  still  "continues  to  exist  in  &ew 
Jersey,  and  in  relation  to  other  parts  of  the  United  States  he  has  not  been  furnished 
with  adequate  proof  of  its  complete  extinction. "  The  proclamation  above  referred 
to  was  an  official  statement  that  the  disease  no  longer  existed  in  this  country,  and 
it  was  not  made  until  a  period  of  six  months  had  elapsed  after  the  last  case  had  been 
disposed  of.  The  usual  courtesy  shown  by  one  friendly  government  to  another  would 
seem  to  require  that  such  official  statements  should  bo  accepted  until  positive  e>  Ldence 
to  the  contrary  could  be  produced. 

in  regard  to  the  note  of  the  Earl  of  Roseberry  dated  November  :>o.  1892,  in  which 
a  tabulated  statement  is  made  alleging  the  discovery  of  ten  cases  of  pleuro-pneumonia 
in  American  cattle  landed  in  Greal   Britain  from  October  7.  1892,  to  November  li, 

1892,  inclusive,  it  should  be  stated  that  no  evidence  has  been  cited  beyond  the  mere 
assertion  of  the  veterinary  inspectors  that  the  cattle  in  question  wore  affected  with 
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the  disease  named.  On  the  contrary,  the  American  inspectors  stationed  in  Great 
Britain,  by  the  courtesy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  are  positive  that  the  animals 
referred  to  were  not  affected  with  contagious  pleuro-pneuinonia,  but  with  ordinary 
noncontagious  broncho-pneumonia  or  interstitial  pneumonia,  which  is  caused  by 
exposure  and  not  by  contagion. 

When  the  case  of  the  animal  shipped  on  the  steamship  England,  and  entered  in 
the  table  opposite  the  date  of  October  7,  was  under  discussion,  the  veterinary  officers 
of  the  board  of  agriculture  kindly  permitted  a  section  of  the  affected  lung  to  be 
sent  to  this  Department  for  examination.  This  was  the  first  case  reported  after  the 
issuance  of  my  proclamation  anuouncing  the  eradication  of  the  disease,  and  it  was 
consequently  regarded  as  a  test  case.  A  careful  examination  of  the  lung  mentioned 
proved  that  it  was  affected  to  a  moderate  degree  with  ordinary  interstitial  pneumonia, 
and  that  there  were  none  of  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  contagious  pleuro- 
pneumonia to  be  found  in  it.  The  animal  was  also  traced  to  the  farm  on  which  it 
had  been  fed,  and  it  was  clearly  established  that  there  never  had  been  a  case  of 
pleuro-pneumonia  in  that  section  of  the  country.  The  route  to  the  seaboard  by 
which  it  was  transported  was  also  followed,  and  it  was  shown  that  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  contagion  from  the  time  it  left  the  farm  until  it  was  placed  on  board 
the  steamer. 

During  ajl  the  period  since  the  disease  was  eradicated  a  special  inspection  has 
been  maintained  by  a  large  force  of  veterinarians  in  the  districts  where  it  had  ex- 
isted, and  an  inspection  of  the  internal  organs  of  cattle  is  made  at  all  the  great 
slaughterhouses  of  the  country.  If  pleuro-pneumonia  exists  in  the  United  States 
our  inspectors  would  certainly  have  found  it.  either  in  the  acute  or  chronic  form,  in 
much  less  time  than  has  passed  since  the  last  case  was  discovered. 

These  are  facts  to  which  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  should  be  willing  to  give 
careful  consideration.  It  is  well  known  that  for  many  years  Prof.  Williams  and  other 
distinguished  veterinarians  of  Great  Britain  have  been  convinced  that  the  veterinary 
officers  of  the  board  of  agriculture  were  mistaken  in  their  conclusion  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  disease  which  they  hav  found  in  the  lungs  of  American  cattle  lauded  in  England. 
Prof.  Nocard,  the  eminent  veterinary  authority  of  France,  who  made  a  careful  in- 
vestigation of  a  lung  disease  found  in  American  cattle  shipped  to  France,  is  positive 
that  the  malady  is  not  contagious.  He  has  since  been  shown  specimens  of  the  af- 
fected lungs  from  American  cattle  pronounced  by  the  British  veterinarians  to  be 
pleuro-pneumonia,  and  he  identifies  the  disease  with  that  previously  studied  by  him, 
and  is  positive  that  it  is  not  pleuro-pneumonia. 

In  view  of  the  facts  mentioned  above,  and  considering  that  the  veterinary  in- 
spectors of  the  board  of  agriculture  have  not  discovered  a  single  case  of  disease 
in  American  cattle  which  presented  the  characteristic  lesions  of  contagious  pleuro- 
pneumonia, I  must  reaffirm  my  statement  that  this  country  is  free  from  that  disease 
and  protest  against  contrary  assertions  from  the  governments  of  other  countries. 

It  is  not  denied  that  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  may  properly  take  such 
action  as  is  considered  necessary  to  protect  the  stock  interests  of  the  United  King- 
dom from  contagious  diseases,  but  it  may  at  the  same  time  be  asserted  that  that 
Government  has  no  right  to  put  the  stigma  of  contagious  disease  upon  the  gnat 
export  trade  of  this  country  in  live  cattle  without  better  evidence  than  has  so  far 
been  produced. 

I  trust  that  this  view  of  the  question  will  be  placed  before  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  and  that  just  treatment  may  yet  be  accorded  to  the  cattle  exporters 
of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 

The  Secretary  oe  State. 


CORRESPONDENCE  RELATING  TO  PROHIBITIONS  AGAINST  IMPORTA- 
TIONS OF  AMERICAN  MEAT  PRODUCTS. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  D.  C,  November  22,  1889. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  19th  in- 
stant, inclosing  a  copy  of  a  report  from  the  American  consul  at  Cologne,  Germany, 
upon  a  shipment  of  beef  cattle  that  were  recently  sent  from  the  United  States  to 
that  country. 

In  this  connection  I  would  state  that  the  following  dispatch  has  recently  appeared 
in  the  newspapers  of  this  country: 

Berlin,  November  20. 
In  the  Reichstag  the  motion  to  rescind  the  law  prohibiting  the  importation  of  cat- 
tle was  rejected,  as  was  also  a  motion  permitting  free  importation  of  swine  shipped 
directly  to  slaughterhouses. 

I  would  respectfully  request  information  as  to  whether  there  is  such  a  law  in 
force  in  Germany  as  indicated  in  the  above  dispatch  which  prohibits  the  importa- 
tion of  cattle  from  the  United  States. 
Thanking  you  for  the  information  contained  in  the  report,  I  am, 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 
The  Secretary  of  State. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 

Washington,  J).  C.  February  18.  1890. 

Sir  :  T  have  the  honor  to  invite  your  attention  to  certain  regulations  and  prohibi- 
tory restrictions  which  are  enforced  by  a  number  of  European  governments  t<>  the 
great  (let  riment  and  in  some  cases  to  the  destruction  of  the  trade  in  live  animals  and 
meal  products  from  the  United  States,  and  to  request  that  you  take  such  action  as 
maybe  possible  looking  to  a  removal  of  such  restrictions  or  their  modification  in 
favor  of  American  producers. 

In  1  ST! »  the  British  Government  made  regulations  that  all  cattle,  sheep,  and  swine 
from  this  country  should  be  slaughtered  at  the  wharves  within  ten  days  from  time 
of  landing.  The  effect  of  this  order  is  to  entirely  exclude  store  cattle  and  sheep 
shipped  for  fattening  purposes;  and  it  considerably  reduces  the  amount  which  can 
be  realized  for  fat  animals,  because  these  can  not  he  held  until  they  have  recovered 
from  the  effects  of  the  voyage,  and  also  because  the  buyers  know  that  they  must  be 
disposed  of  within  a  limited   time. 

The  order  in  regard  to  cattle  was  issued  on  account  of  the  existence  of  the  conta- 
gious pleuro-pnenmonia  of  cattle  in  this  country,  but  since  its  issuance  this  disease 
has  been  almost  enthch  eradicated.  It  no  longer  exists  in  any  section  from  which 
export  steers  an;  obtained,  and  it  is  confined  to  two  counties  on  Long  Island  and  one 
20 
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in  New  Jersey,  all  of  which  are  in  strict  quarantine.  The  stock  yards  which  might 
have  been  contaminated  have  been  thoroughly  disinfected  and  there  is  no  longer 
danger  of  exporting  the  contagion  of  this  disease. 

During  the  year  1889  a  number  of  cases  of  pleuropneumonia  were  reported  by  the 
English  inspectors  among  cattle  landed  from  the  United  States,  but  this  Depart- 
ment regards  such  reports  as  based  upon  errors  of  diagnosis  for  the  reasons  given 
above.  This  conclusion  is  considered  the  more  evident  because  the  returns  which 
have  been  received  show  that  in  the  greatest  number  of  cases  but  a  single  animal 
was  found  affected  in  any  one  cargo,  which  would  be  unlikely  with  a  contagious 
disease.  It  is  also  admitted  by  most  veterinarians  that  there  are  seldom  any  typical 
characters  found  in  contagious  pleuro-pneumonia  which  enable  the  inspectors  to 
distinguish  it  from  the  sporadic  or  noncontagious  inflammation  involving  the  same 
organs.  In  all  such  cases  the  diagnosis  must  be  based  upon  a  history  of  contagion 
or  upon  a  discovery  of  a  number  of  animals  in  the  same  lot  which  are  similarly  af- 
fected, a  fact  which  indicates  contagion.  In  the  cases  reported  by  the  English  in- 
spectors during  1889  there  has  neither  been  a  history  of  contagion  nor  a  sufficient 
proportion  found  affected  to  indicate  a  contagious  disease.  It  would,  therefore, 
seem  highly  probable  that  the  disease  observed  in  these  steers  was  the  result  of  in- 
juries or  exposure  incident  to  the  voyage. 

As  a  preliminary  measure  for  securing  information  in  regard  to  the  character  of 
the  disease  found  in  the  American  cattle  slaughtered  in  England,  I  would  suggest 
that  the  Department  of  State  make  arrangements  with  the  English  Government  by 
which  one  or  more  of  the  veterinary  inspectors  of  this  Department  can  be  stationed 
at  the  English  "foreign  animals  wharves."  These  inspectors  would  observe  any 
affected  animals  which  might  be  discovered,  and  by  promptly  notifying  this  Depart- 
ment it  would  be  possible  to  trace  the  history  of  such  animals  and  determine  defi- 
nitely if  they  had  ever  heen  exposed  to  a  contagious  disease. 

The  thorough  control  which  is  now  maintained  over  the  small  areas  affected  with 
pleuro-pneumonia  in  this  country,  and  the  near  approach  of  the  time  when  this  dis- 
ease will  be  entirely  eradicated,  make  it  desirable  that  negotiations  should  be  begun 
looking  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  British  restrictions.  The  time  is  opportune  for 
this,  since  the  Scotch  and  English  farmers  are  agitating  to  secure  the  same  result  so 
that  they  can  obtain  cattle  for  feeding  from  the  United  States.  Their  present  supply 
comes  mostly  from  Ireland,  where  prices  are  much  higher  than  here  and  where  the 
danger  from  pleuro-pnuemonia  is  incomparably  greater. 

The  restrictions  on  the  importation  of  sheep  into  Great  Britain  were  based  upon 
the  alleged  importation  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  from  this  country.  As  this  dis- 
ease has  never  existed  in  the  United  States  except  in  two  or  three  instances  when 
cattle  lauded  from  England  were  found  affected  by  it,  and  as  it  has  never  been 
allowed  to  spread  here,  it  is  evident  that  the  sheep  in  question  must  have  contracted 
the  disease  on  vessels  that  had  previously  been  infected  by  British  cattle.  The  re- 
strictions are  consequently  a  great  injustice  and  should  have  been  removed  long- 
ago.  Their  effect  upon  the  trade  is  seen  by  reference  to  the  statistics  of  the  English 
agricultural  department,  which  show  that  in  1879  the  number  of  sheep  imported 
from  the  United  States  was  119,350,  and  that  it  rapidly  decreased  until  in  1888  it  was 
but  1,203,  though  in  1889  it  increased,  according  to  the  statistics  of  the  United  States 
Treasury  Department,  to  18,877. 

The  German  regulations  in  regard  to  American  cattle,  as  communicated  in  your 
favor  of  December  3,  1889,  prevent  the  development  of  a  profitable  trade  with  that 
country.  The  single  shipment  made  there  last  year  yielded  good  returns,  but  the 
statement  that  was  immediately  telegraphed  here  to  the  effect  that  further  imports 
of  American  cattle  had  been  prohibited  at  once  arrested  all  efforts  in  that  direction. 
While  any  quarantine  of  our  cattle  is  an  unjust  requirement,  a  four  weeks'  detention 
would  seem  to  be  entirely  unnecessary  with  cattle  designed  for  immediate  slaugh- 
ter.   Probably  if  this  matter  were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  German  Govern- 
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merit  more  favorable  regulations  could  be  obtained.  At  all  events  the  State  Depart- 
ment  could  be  of  service  to  tbe  cattle  industry  of  this  country  by  obtaining  exact 
information  as  to  the  regulations  which  would  be  enforced  against  cattle  landed  for 
slaughter.  There  appears  to  be  at  present  considerable  uncertainty  as  to  whether 
such  animals  are  entirely  prohibited,  or  whether  they  may  be  landed  and  go  to  any 
part  of  the  Empire  after  four  weeks  of  quarantine,  or  whether  such  quarantine 
must  necessarily  be  enforced  with  animals  that  might  be  at  once  slaughtered  at  the 
port  of  landing. 

There  have  also  been  press  telegrams  from  Germany  which  stated  that  American 
dressed  beef  and  canned  meats  either  had  been  or  were  about  to  be  excluded.  I 
would  suggest  that  you  obtain  reliable  information  in  regard  to  this  matter  and  take 
such  steps  as  you  may  consider  proper  to  protect  the  interests  of  our  exporters. 

The  prohibition  of  American  pork  by  both  Germany  and  France  is  still  continued 
notwithstanding  the  demonstrated  healthfulness  of  this  article  of  food.  This  regu- 
lation was  made  with  a  view  of  preventing  trichinosis  among  consumers,  but  it  has 
been  shown  that  no  case  of  this  disease  was  ever  produced  in  either  country  by 
American  meats;  indeed,  the  curing  process  through  which  all  exported  meats  must 
pass  is  a  sufficient  safeguard  against  this  disease. 

The  surplus  of  meat-producing  animals  in  the  United  States  at  present  is  such  that 
prices  are  below  the  cost  of  production,  and  consequently  it  is  extremely  important 
that  we  should  increase  our  exports  of  live  cattle  and  meat  products  if  this  can 
possibly  be  accomplished. 

Any  further  information  on  this  subject  in  the  possession  of  this  Department  which 
you  may  desire  will  be  promptly  supplied. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 

The  Secretary  of  State. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  March  4,  1890. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th  ultimo, 
concerning  the  prohibitory  regulations  and  restrictions  of  the  Governments  of  France, 
Germany,  and  Great  Britain,  in  the  matter  of  American  live  animals  and  hog  products. 
A  copy  of  your  letter  has  been  communicated  to  the  ministers  of  the  United  States 
at  Berlin.  London,  and  Paris,  to  the  end  that  they  may  make  all  possible  representa- 
tions upon  the  subject  to  the  governments  to  which  they  are  respectively  accredited, 
in  the  hope  of  obtaining  a  revocation  of  the  unnecessary  measures,  or  their  material 
modification,  in  the  interest  of  an  important  industry  of  the  United  States. 
Upon  receipt  of  the  replies  in  each  case,  I  shall  duly  apprise  you  thereof. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  G.  Blause. 
The  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Bi  cretabt, 
Washington,  I>.  C.  October  tO,  1S90. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  1  have  this  day  forwarded   to  your  De- 
partment l'.")H  copies  of  ihe  regulations  prescribed  by  me  for  the  inspection  and 
quarantine  of  imported   animals  arriving  in  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  the  same 
being  herewith  inclosed. 

I  would  suggest  that  American  consuls  abroad  be  furnished  with  copies  of  these 
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regulations,  and  that  they  be  instructed  to  act  in  accordance  therewith;  also  that 
the  representatives  of  foreign  governments  be  notified  of  their  effect. 

I  have  likewise  forwarded  you  100  copies  of  the  regulations  issued  by  this  Depart- 
ment for  the  inspection  of  salted  pork  or  bacon  which  are  to  be  exported  to  foreign 
countries,  and  would  make  a  request  similar  to  the  above  as  to  the  notification  of 
American  consuls  and  foreign  governments  of  their  issuance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  most  obedisnt  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 
The  Secretary  of  State. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  31,  1890. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  Department  will  be  ready  on  No- 
vember 10,  proximo,  to  execute  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  August  30,  1890,  provid- 
ing for  the  inspection  of  meats  for  export. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  this  information  may  be  useful  to  those  diplo 
matic  officers  of  the  Department  of  State  who  are  conducting  negotiations  looking 
to  the  removal  of  the  restrictions  upon  our  export  trade  in  meats.  It  is  my  inten- 
tion to  enforce  this  law  with  vigor  and  to  provide  a  thorough  and  complete  scien- 
tific inspection  of  all  our  pork  products. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 
The  Secretary  of  State. 


Department  or  State,  Washington,  November  8,  1890. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo, 
informing  me  that  your  Department  would,  on  and  after  the  10th  instant,  be  pre- 
pared to  execute  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  August  30,  1890,  providing  for  an  in- 
spection of  meats  for  export. 

In  compliance  with  your  suggestion  I  at  once  informed  by  telegraph  our  legations 
at  London,  Paris,  and  Berlin,  and  have  since  sent  a  circular  of  instruction  to  our  min- 
isters in  Mexico  and  all  the  European  countries,  directing  them  to  inform  the  gov- 
ernments to  which  they  are  accredited  that  all  pork  products  for  export  would, 
from  the  date  above  mentioned,  be  subjected  to  a  thorough  and  complete  scientific 
inspection. 

If  you  deem  it  desirable  that  this  instruction  should  be  sent  to  our  ministers  in 
any  other  countries,  your  suggestion  will  be  immediately  carried  out. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  G.  Blaine. 

The  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  ok  ihe  Secretary, 

Washington,  I).  C,  January  9,  1891. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  5th  instant, 
with  inclosure  of  a  dispatch  from  the  consul-general  at  Berlin  announcing  the  raising 
of  the  prohibition  by  Germany  of  the  importation  of  swine,  swine  flesh,  and  sausage 
of  Danish,  Swedish,  and  Norwegian  origin  into  that  country. 
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It  appears  from  said  dispatch  that  the  only  prohibition  now  in  force  against  the 
importation  of  swine  and  swine  products  into  Germauy  is  the  one  maintained  against 
such  importation  from  the  United  States.  For  ten  years  Germany  lias  continued 
this  unjust  and  unwarranted  exclusion  of  American  pork  from  her  domain,  and  I 
believe  the  time  has  now  come  when  the  German  Government  should  be  given  to 
understand  that  there  are  economic  reasons  why  this  edict  should  be  revoked.  The 
allegation  made  in  1880,  at  the  time  of  the  first  edict  issued  by  tbe  German  Govern- 
ment prohibiting  the  importation  of  American  pork  into  that  country,  has  been 
repeatedly  shown  by  this  Department,  by  special  investigations  and  reports  placed 
in  the  hands  of  your  officers,  to  be  untrue,  and  it  does  not  comport  with  the  dignity 
and  self-respect  of  this  Government  to  longer  tolerate  such  a  policy  as  is  being  pursued 
by  the  Government  of  Germany  against  the  food  products  of  the  United  States. 

I  would  respectfully  urge  that  our  minister  at  Berlin  be  promptly  instructed  to 
make  a  final  appeal  to  the  German  Government  to  remove  the  discrimination  made 
against  the  animal  products  of  this  country. 

Should  this  appeal  fail  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  this  unwarranted  discrimination,  and  recommend  the  suspen- 
sion, by  proclamation,  of  the  importation  into  the  United  States  from  Germany  of 
such  articles  as  he  may  think  advisable,  under  the  provisions  of  section  5  of  the  act 
of  Congress  approved  August  30.  1890. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Busk, 

Secretary. 

The  Secretary  of  State. 


Department  of  State,  Washington.  January  IS,  1S91. 

Sir:  I  inclose  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  relative  to  the  recent  action  of  the  federal  council  of  the  German 
Empire  by  which  the  importation  of  live  cattle  from  Austria-Hungary  into  Germany 
be  permitted  upon  certain  conditions;  and  to  the  proposed  decree  for  permitting  the 
importation  of  hogs,  pork,  and  sausage  into  Germany  from  Sweden.  Norway  and 
Denmark. 

You  will  observe  that  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture  urges  that  a  final  appeal  be 
made  to  the  German  Government  to  remove  the  discriminations  now  made  against 
this  country;  and  that  he  states,  furthermore,  that  if  the  appeal  fails,  he  shall  then 
feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  President  to  the  subject  and  to 
"recommend  the  suspension,  by  proclamation,  of  the  importation  into  the  United 
States  from  Germany  of  such  articles  as  he  may  think  advisable,  under  tin-  provisions 
of  section  5  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  August  30,  1890.  " 

In  the  absence  of  any  recent  report  from  your  legation  relative  to  the  subject  the 
Department  is  not  prepared  to  do  more  than  to  authorize  you  to  make  any  repre- 
sentations to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  which,  in  your  discretion,  you  may 
deem  expedient  from  your  knowledge  of  the  present  temper  of  the  German  Govern 
ment. 

Requesting  you  to  report  to  the  Department  as  soon  as  practicable  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  question  with  your  views  relative  to  the  same,  when  further  instruc- 
tions will  be  given, 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  G.  Blaine. 

William  Walter  Phelps,  Esq., 

Berlin, 
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U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  D.  C,  March  16,  189i. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  certain  correspondence  relative  to  the 
prohibition  now  enforced  by  the  German  Government  against  pork  exported  from  the 
United  States.  This  prohibition  was  decreed  for  the  alleged  reason  that  our  pork 
was  unwholesome  and  endangered  the  health  of  the  consumers.  It  has  been  shown 
again  and  again,  and  is  admitted  by  some  of  the  best  scientists  of  Germany,  that 
there  are  no  grounds  for  such  an  assumption,  and  that  American  pork  is  equal  to 
any  produced  in  the  world,  both  as  to  its  food  value  and  its  freedom  from  any  un- 
wholesome qualities. 

In  order  that  the  wholesomeness  of  every  package  of  our  pork  going  to  foreign 
countries  might  be  guaranteed,  Congress  passed  the  act  of  August  30,  1890,  and  in 
accordance  with  this  act  I  issued,  under  date  of  September  12,  1890,  regulations  pro- 
viding for  the  inspection  and  certification  of  salted-pork  products.  Copies  of  this 
act  and  of  the§e  regulations  were  promptly  transmitted  through  the  State  Depart- 
ment to  the  German  Government. 

Under  date  of  January  5,  1891,  the  Department  of  State  transmitted  to  me  a  copy 
of  a  dispatch  from  the  consul-general  at  Berlin  announcing  the  removal  of  the  pro- 
hibition which  Germany  had  enforced  up  to  that  time  against  the  importation  of 
swine,  swine  flesh,  and  sausage  of  Danish,  Swedish,  and  Norwegian  origin.  I  called 
the  attention  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  State  to  this  action,  which  emphasized 
the  discrimination  against  the  United  States,  as  this  is  the  only  country  against 
which  such  a  prohibition  is  now  enforced,  and  urged  that  our  minister  at  Ber- 
lin should  be  promptly  instructed  to  make  a  final  appeal  to  the  German  Govern- 
ment to  remove  the  discriminating  prohibition.  And  it  was  distinctly  stated  that 
should  this  appeal  fail  I  should  feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  attention 
of  the  President  and  recommend  the  suspension,  by  proclamation,  of  the  importation 
into  the  United  States  from  Germany  of  such  articles  as  might  be  thought  advisable 
under  the  provisions  of  section  5  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  August  30,  1890. 

It  appears  from  the  correspondence  that  a  copy  of  this  communication  was  trans- 
mitted to  our  minister  at  Berlin  and  that  the  matter  has  again  been  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  German  secretary  of  state  for  foreign  affairs,  though  not  in  as  em- 
phatic a  manner  as  is  desirable. 

At  this  writing  the  press  dispatches  contain  the  information  that  Herr  Von  Bcet- 
ticher  has  just  stated  in  the  Reichstag  that  our  regulations  for  the  inspection  and 
certification  of  pork  are  unsatisfactory,  and  therefore  the  German  Government  does 
not  intend  to  rescind  the  prohibition. 

Under  the  act  approved  March  4, 1891,  this  Department  is  authorized  and  prepared 
to  make  a  microscopic  inspection  of  pork  for  exportation,  if  such  an  inspection  is 
necessary,  and  to  certify  to  such  inspection.  But,  on  account  of  the  great  expense 
involved,  it  would  be  manifestly  unjust  for  Germany  to  require  such  an  inspection 
of  American  pork  unless  the  same  regulations  were  made  to  apply  to  pork  imported 
into  Germany  from  other  countries. 

In  view  of  these  facts  I  most  earnestly  recommend  that  steps  be  at  once  taken 
looking  to  the  enforcement  of  section  5  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  August  30, 
1890,  by  excluding  from  importation  into  the  United  States  such  articles  of  German 
origin  as  may  be  considered  advisable. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 

The  President. 
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U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  1).  ('..  March  ?6,  1S91. 
Sir:  I  bare  the  honor  to  inclose  to  yon  herewith  printed  copies  of  the  rnles  and 
regulations  prescribed  by  me  for  the  inspection  of  live  stock  and  their  products 
under  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1891,  and  to  request  tbat  these  copies  be 
transmitted  without  delay  to  the  United  States  ministers  accredited  to  foreign  gov- 
ernments in  Europe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 
The  Secretary  of  State. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  3,  1891. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  inquiry  as  to  what  steps  are  being  taken  by  our 
minister  to  France  for  the  removal  of  the  restrictions  maintained  by  that  country  on 
the  importation  of  American  meats. 

Some  time  has  elapsed  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1891, 
providing  for  the  inspection  of  live  stock  and  their  products  in  this  country  and 
their  certification  for  export  to  foreign  countries,  and  the  issuance  of  the  regulations 
made  by  this  Department  for  the  proper  execution  of  said  law,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  time  has  arrived  when  France  should  be  requested  to  indicate  its  intention, 
in  view  of  this  system  of  inspection,  of  removing  its  prohibition  against  our  live- 
stock products. 

My  attention  has  been  called  to  legislation  now  pending  in  the  Chamber  of  Depu- 
ties of  France,  having  for  its  object  the  increasing  of  duties  on  meats  imported  into 
that  country,  and  to  the  nature  of  the  debate  there  carried  on  having  reference 
especially  to  American  meats. 

I  would  ask  whether  this  proposed  legislation  contains  any  provision  looking  to 
the  removal  of  the  existing  prohibition  against  the  introduction  of  American  hog 
products  into  France,  and  that  our  minister  to  France  be  requested  to  furnish  this 
Department  full  information  as  to  the  effectof  said  legislation,  when  enacted,  on  the 
agricultural  products  of  this  country. 

I  would  further  urgently  request  that  our  minister  to  France  be  instructed  to  in- 
sist in  every  way  possible  upon  the  early  removal  of  the  present  restrictions  on  our 
animal  products. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary . 
Tlif  Secretary  of  State. 


DEPARTMENT  of  STATE,  Washington.  D.  C.  June  8.  1S91. 
Sin:  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  inquiring  what 
steps  are  being  taken  by  our  minister  to  France  for  the  removal  of  the  restrictions 
upon  \\\t  importation  of  American  meats,  and  requesting  thai  our  minister  he  in- 
structed i"  take  further  action  relative  to  the  subject,  1  have  the  honor  to  inform 
you  thai  a  copy  of  your  letter  has  been  communicated  to  the  legation  with  the  de- 
sired instruct  ions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 

William  F.  Wharton, 

Acting  Secretary. 
The  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
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[Translation.] 

DECREE  touching  the  importation  of  pork  and  other  unmanufactured  awine  products 
from  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

Ministry  of  the  Interior, 

September  8,  1891. 
To  all  whom  if  may  concern  : 

The  prohibition  notified  in  the  decree  of  the  ministry  of  the  interior  of  March  10, 
L888,  against  The  importation  into  this  country  from  the  United  States  of  North 
America  of  pork  and  other  unmanufactured,  swine  products,  including-  swine  blad- 
ders and  unpurified  steam  lard,  is  hereby  withdrawn  as  regards  those  products 
which  arc  furnished  with  certificates  under  the  hands  of  the  proper  authorities  to 
the  effect  that  the  article  in  question,  before  leaving  the  United  States,  has  been 
subjected  to  an  examination  in  compliance  with  the  legislation  in  force  in  the  States 
and  has  been  declared  at  such  examination  to  be  found  untainted,  sound,  and  fit  for 
human  food. 

This  decree  takes  effect  at  once. 

INGERSLER. 


GERMANY. 

We,  William,  by  the  grace  of  God  German  Emperor,  King  of  Prussia,  etc.,  decree 
in  the  name  of  the  Empire,  the  assent  of  the  Bundesrath  having  beeu  obtained,  what 
follows: 

1.  The  decree  respecting  the  prohibition  of  the  importation  of  swine,  swine's  flesh, 
and  sausages  of  American  origin,  of  March  6,  1883  (Imperial  Law  Gazette,  page  31), 
ceases  to  be  of  force  for  living  swine,  as  well  as  for  such  products  as  are  provided  with 
an  official  certificate  stating  that  the  flesh  has  in  the  land  of  its  origin  been  examined, 
pursuant  to  the  rules  in  force  there,  and  has  been  found  free  from  qualities  injurious 
to  health. 

2.  The  chancellor  of  the  Empire  is  empowered  to  adopt  appropriate  measures  for 
+he  control  of  the  character  of  the  swine  flesh  imported  from  America. 

3.  This  decree  euters  into  force  on  the  day  of  its  publication.  In  testimony 
whereof  our  own  proper  signature  and  the  Imperial  seal  are  hereto  affixed. 

Done  at  Castle  Schwarzman,  the  3d  of  September,  1891. 

William. 

[seal.]  Von  Caprivi. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  30,  1891. 
Sir:  The  action  of  the  Governments  of  Germany  and  Denmark  in  removing  the 
prohibition  against  the  introduction  of  American  pork  into  their  respective  coun- 
tries, when  the  same  is  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  inspection  under  the  act  of 
Congress  of  March  3,  1891,  demonstrates  that  the  meat-inspection  laws  of  this  coun- 
try, and  their  execution,  are  so  thorough  that  the  United  Stales  is  warranted  in 
demanding  the  removal  of  similar  prohibitions  maintained  against  our  meat  products 
by  other  foreign  governments. 

As  heretofore  advised  by  you.  Fiance  will  undoubtedly  remove   its  restrictions 
against  our  pork   products  during  the  coming  mouth.     There   are,  however,  other 
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foreign  countries  with  which  the  United  States  maintained  a  larger  export  trade 
prior  to  their  edicts  of  prohibition.  These  are  Austro-Hungary,  Italy,  Portugal,  and 
Spain. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  our  representatives  in  these  countries  be  in- 
structed to  urge  upon  the  governments  of  the  same  the  justice  of  removing  the 
prohibition  they  have  so  long  maintained  against  our  pork  products,  and  to  insist 
on  the  same  being  done  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


The  Secretary  of  State. 


J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 


ITAIiY. 


[Inclosure  2,  in  No.  282.— Translation.] 
1891.     Marine  Health  Order.     No.  2. 

The  minister  of  the  interior,  believing  that,  in  consequence  of  the  putting  into 
effect  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  of  the  law 
entitled  "Act  providing  for  an  inspection  of  meats  for  exportation,"  there  is  afforded 
a  sufficient  guarantee  of  the  salubrity  of  the  meats  which  are  exported  from  the 
states  of  that  confederation  ; 

In  virtue  of  the  law  of  December  22,  1888,  No.  5849  (series  3),  on  the  tutelage  of 
public  hygiene  and  health,  decrees  that  from  now  on  it  is  permitted  to  import  into 
the  Kingdom  swine  flesh,  prepared  and  preserved,  coming  from  the  United  States  of 
America,  provided  it  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  from  the  competent  authority 
proving  that  said  meats  were  subjected  to  the  sanitary  inspection  and  pronounced 
healthy. 

The  prohibition  enforced  with  the  marine  health  order  of  February  20,  1879,  No.  5, 
remains  in  force  in  regard  to  the  importation  from  the  said  States  of  live  swine. 

The  prefects  of  maritime  provinces  and  the  officers  of  the  ports  of  the  Kingdom 
are  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  present. 

G.  Nicotera, 

Minister. 

Rome,  October  17,  1891. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  December  5,  1891. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  a  telegram  from  our 
minister  at  Vienna  stating  that  a  decree  had  been  issued,  to  take  effect  the  4th 
instant,  for  the  admission  of  American  pork  into  Austria. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 


James  G.  Blaine. 


The  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 


SPAIN. 

UNITED  STATES  FORK. 
The  following  instructions,  in  ;i  royal  decree  dated  yesterday,  have  been  issued  by 

the  minisi ry  of  the  interior : 

First.  Pork  coming  from  the  United  States  is  free  from  microscopical  inspec- 
tion and  fche  payment  of  the  correspondent  duties  established  in  the  second  section 
of  the  decree  of  November  9,  L887,  always  [provided]  that  the  cases  that  contain 
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this  merchandise  come  accompanied  with  a  certificate  of  origin  and  of  inspection 
made  m  accordance  with  the  law  promulgated  in  that  nation  the  3d  of  March,  1891, 
and  the  assurance  given  in  this  manner  that  the  ahove-mentioned  meats  do  not 
contain  trichinae  or  any  other  cause  of  danger  to  the  health  of  the  consumers. 

Second.  Pork  from  the  above-mentioned  country  that  does  not  come  accompanied 
with  a  certificate  which  gives  it  this  excellence  shall  continue  to  be  subject  to  that 
which  is  ordained  in  the  above-mentioned  section  2  of  the  royal  decree  of  Novem- 
ber 9,  1887.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  medical  directors  (health  officers)  and  the  experts 
to  verify  this  inspection  in  the  custom-houses  of  the  frontier  to  report  monthly  to 
the  general  direction  of  health  and  safety,  the  number  of  cases  inspected  and  na- 
ture of  the  contents,  whence  they  come,  name  of  the  ship  in  which  they  come,  and 
the  result  of  the  inspection. 

The  prohibition  established  by  the  royal  decree  of  February  28  aud  July  10,  1880, 
against  introducing  into  the  Peninsula  and  adjacent  islands  grease,  coming  from 
the  United  States  of  America,  which  has  not  been  obtained  by  fusion  (the  action  of 
fire)  still  continues  in  effect.  Grease  prepared  in  this  manner  (fusion)  and  lard 
without  any  flesh  continues  free  from  inspection  and  from  bringing  a  certificate  of 
inspection  from  the  place  from  whence  it  conies. 

The  general  direction  of  health  and  safety  will  inform  the  proper  officials  con- 
cerning the  law  and  regulations  of  the  United  States  of  America,  above  referred  to, 
in  order  that  they  may  be  carried  out. 

Sent  May  22,  1892. 


FRANCE. 

[Translation.] 
DECREE  OF  DECEMBER  4,  1891. 

The  President  of  the  French  Republic,  on  the  report  of  the  minister  of  agricul- 
ture: In  view  of  the  decrees  of  February  18,  1881,  and  of  December  28,  1883,  by 
which  American  pork  was  excluded;  in  view  of  the  sanitary  inspection  now  pro- 
vided by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  pork  intended  for  export;  in 
view  of  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  of  finance,  of  the 
interior,  and  of  commerce  and  industry,  decrees  as  follows: 

Article  1.  Salted  pork  meats  from  the  United  States  can  be  imported  into  France 
at  points  to  be  fixed  by  subsequent  decree. 

Art.  2.  P>efore  discharge  of  cargo  the  importer  must  produce  for  each  shipment 
a  certificate  from  the  inspector  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  designated  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  for  the  inspection  of  the  slaughterhouses,  certify- 
ing that  the  meats  are  from  healthy  animals  and  suitable  for  human  food. 

The  boxes  must  bear  the  official  stamp  of  this  inspector.  No  shipment  can  be  ad- 
mitted which  does  not  comply  with  these  requirements. 

Art.  3.  After  their  discharge  these  meats  shall  be  examined  by  sanitary  inspec- 
tors appointed  by  the  minister  of  agriculture  and  instructed  to  make  sure  of  their 
healthy  condition  and  of  their  being  properly  salted. 

All  meat  found  unwholesome  shall  be  destroyed  in  the  presence  of  these  inspectors. 

Art.  4.  The  custom-house  shall  permit  the  meats  mentioned  in  article  1  to  enter 
the  territory  of  the  Republic  only  after  seeing  the  certificate  of  the  inspectors  pro- 
vided for  by  article  3,  certifying  that  the  meats  have  been  found  to  be  healthy  and 
suitable  for  consumption. 

Art.  5.  The  expenses  of  the  inspection  prescribed  by  article  3  shall  be  paid  by  the 
importers,  according  to  a  tax  fixed  by  a  decree  issued  on  the  proposal  of  the  minis- 
ter of  agriculture  on  the  advice  of  the  consultation  committee  on  epizootics. 
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This  tax  shall  be  paid  to  the  custom-house  collectors. 

Art.  6.  The  decrees  of  February  18,  1881,  aud  of  December  28,  1883,  are  repealed, 
as  well  as  all  other  regulations  which  may  be  in  conflict  with  the  present  decree. 

Art.  7.  The  minister  of  agriculture,  the  minister  of  the  interior,  the  minister  of 
commerce,  industries,  and  the  colonies,  and  the  minister  of  finance,  are  intrusted 
with  the  execution  of  the  present  decree,  which  will  go  into  effect  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1892. 

Made  at  Paris,  December  4,  1891. 

Carnot. 

By  the  President  of  the  Republic. 


U.  S.  Department  or  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  6,  1S92. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  4th  instant, 
inclosing  a  dispatch  from  our  minister  at  Paris,  relative  to  the  American  pork  ques- 
tion in  the  French  Senate. 

It  would  appear  from  this  dispatch  that  the  French  Government  has  definitely 
determined  to  enforce  the  maximum  duty  on  American  pork  imported  into  that 
country. 
The  decree  revoking  the  prohibition  provides  as  follows: 

Art.  2.  Before  discharge  of  cargo  the  importers  must  produce  for  each  shipment 
a  certificate  from  f  e  inspector  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  designated  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  for  tile  inspection  of  the  slaughterhouses,  certi- 
fying that  the  meats  are  from  healthy  animals  and  suitable  for  human  food.  The 
boxes  must  bear  the  official  stamp  of  this  inspector.  No  shipment  can  be  admitted 
which  does  not  comply  with  these  requirements. 

Art.  3.  After  their  discharge  these  meats  shall  be  examined  by  sanitary  inspectors 
appointed  by  the  minister  of  agriculture,  and  instructed  to  make  sure  of  their 
healthy  condition,  and  of  their  being  properly  salted. 

Art.  5,  The  expenses  of  the  inspection  prescribed  by  article  3  shall  be  paid  by  the 
importers  according  to  a  tax  fixed  by  a  decree  issued  on  the  proposal  of  the  minister 
of  agriculture  on  the  advice  of  the  consultation  committee  on  epizootics. 

After  a  thorough  inspection  has  been  made  by  the  Government  ol  the  United 
States,  it  is  unjust  and  unreasonable  to  require  our  shippers  to  pay  the  expense  of 
another  inspection  at  the  French  ports.  This  tariff  and  these  inspection  charges 
will  result  in  a  prohibition  as  absolute  as  the  decree  which  has  just  been  revoked. 
In  case  the  Grench  Government  persists  in  maintaining  these  unjust  and  discrimi- 
nating measures  against  our  meat  trade,  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  recommend  \o  the 
President  to  take  such  action  as  is  contemplated  by  section  3  of  the  tariff  act  and 
section  5  of  the  act  approved  August  30,  1890. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary, 
The  Secretary  of  State. 


Department  <>k  State,  Washington,  January  18,  189S. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant. 

concerning  the  question  affecting  the  importation  of  American  pork  before  the 
French  Senate,  and  to  state  that  t he  sn i> jeet  is  having  consideration  in  connection 
with  tin'  pending  efforts  to  reach  an  understanding  in  regard  to  reciprocal  commer- 
cial favors  under  section  3  of  the  tariff  acl  of  1890. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  VOUI  obedient  servant. 

James  (i.  BLAINE, 
The  Secretary  <>i  Agriculture, 
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U.  S.  Department  of  AGRICULTURE, 

Officii  of  iile  Secretary, 
Washington,  I).  C,  February  10,  1892. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose,  for  yonr  information,  a  translation  of  the  in- 
structions of  the  French  Government  to  the  veterinary  inspectors  who  are  charged 
with  the  sanitary  inspection  of  salt  pork  from  the  United  States.  The  paragraphing 
and  numbering  of  the  paragraphs  have  been  done  in  this  Department  for  convenience 
of  reference,  but  otherwise  the  translation  is  a  literal  one. 

An  examination  of  these  regulations  shows  that  they  are  unnecessarily  burden- 
some to  our  shippers,  and  that  the  trade  in  pork  products  can  not  be  expected  to 
prosper  if  they  are  enforced.  In  the  first  place  no  pork  is  admitted  unless  thoroughly 
cured.  The  standard  for  thoroughly  cured  meats  must  be  an  arbitrary  one,  and 
under  this  provision  any  or  all  of  our  meats  may  be  rejected  or  the  trade  may  be 
harassed  and  ruined  by  a  few  unfriendly  inspectors.  The  only  object  in  requiring 
such  meat  to  be  thoroughly  cured  is  to  guard  against  the  danger  from  trichina?, 
but  this  Government  has  established  an  expensive  system  of  microscopic  inspection 
to  remove  this  danger,  and  it  was  in  consideration  of  this  inspection  that  the  pro- 
hibition Avas  removed.  Our  inspected  pork  should,  therefore,  be  admitted  without 
regard  to  the  degree  of  salting,  if  it  is  undamaged  and  free  from  taint. 

The  extreme  injustice  of  these  regulations  is  seen  more  particularly  by  reference 
to  paragraph  6.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  all  insufficiently  cured  meat  is  re- 
fused entrance,  there  is  here  a  provision  that  all  meat  Avhich  the  inspector  may  con- 
sider to  be  insufficiently  cured  shall  be  submitted  to  a  microscopic  examination. 
Why  should  our  shippers  be  put  to  the  expense  and  delay  caused  by  a  microscopic 
inspection  of  pork  which  under  no  circumstances  will  be  admitted  into  France?  If 
the  meat  is  refused  entrance,  that  should  end  the  matter  and  the  shipper  should  be 
allowed  to  forward  his  consignment  at  once  to  more  friendly  markets.  But  to  hold 
the  meat,  which  has  already  been  refused  entrance,  for  a  microscopic  examination, 
to  destroy  such  of  this  as  the  inspectors  believe  to  be  infected  with  trichina',  and 
then  to  reject  all  that  is  not  found  affected,  is  a  wanton  outrage  which  should  not  be 
submitted  to  by  this  Government. 

Again,  in  paragraph  8,  it  is  provided  that  meats  in  brine  shall  be  considered  in- 
sufficiently cured  and  shall  be  rejected  if  the  brine  is  not  of  a  certain  arbitrary  degree 
of  density  This,  also,  is  an  unjust  and  unreasonable  requirement.  If  the  meat  is  free 
from  taint  or  damage  it  is  perfectly  wholesome,  and  to  reject  it  because  the  brine 
does  not  reach  an  arbitrary  standard  of  density  is  a  discrimination  against  this 
country  which  can  not  be  justified  on  sanitary  or  other  grounds. 

In  this  connection  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  your  Department  to  the  condition 
of  trade  between  France  and  the  United  States.  In  1878  the  balance  of  trade  was 
in  round  numbers  $12,000,000  in  our  favor;  in  1879  it  was  $39,000,000  in  our  favor; 
in  1880  it  was  $31,000,000  in  our  favor;  in  1881  it  was  $24,000,000  in  our  favor.  In 
1882  came  the  prohibition  of  our  pork  products  and  a  more  pronounced  attitude 
against  our  trade,  and  we  find  the  balance  of  trade  reversed,  and,  instead  of  being 
in  our  favor,  it  suddenly  turns  nearly  $39,000,000  against  us.  From  1882  to  the  present 
the  balance  of  trade  has  been  steadily  unfavorable,  varying  from  $10,000,000  to  nearly 
$40,000,000  a  year.     In  1891  it  was  $17,000,000  against  us. 

These  facts  show  how  much  more  favorable  our  laws  and  regulations  have  been 
for  the  maintenance  of  French  trade  than  those  of  France  have  been  for  the  encour- 
agement of  American  trade. 

As  our  exports  to  Prance  consist  chiefly  of  agricultural  products,  I  feel  free  to  say 
that  in  my  Opinion  this  condition  of  the  trade  should  be  taken  into  account  and  a 
determined  effort  should  be  made  to  secure  such  modifications  of  the  French  regula- 
tions as  will  develop  our  exports  to  that  country  and  make  them  equal  to  the  im- 
ports.   If  the  French  Government  is  unwilling  to  meet  such  a  demand  and  remove 
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its  unreasonable  and  unjust  discriminations  against  our  shippers,  then  this  Govern- 
ment owes  it  to  our  people  to  enforce  the  remedy  which  Congress  has  already  pro- 
vided for  such  cases. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 
The  Secretary  of  State. 


Department  of  State,  Washington,  March  14,  1S92. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  ultimo, 
relative  to  the  regulations  adopted  by  the  French  Government  for  the  inspection  of 
American  meats,  and  to  inform  you  that  suitable  instructions  have  been  given  to 
our  legation  at  Paris  in  regard  to  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  F.  Wharton, 

Acting  Secretary. 
The  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 


U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  25, 1891. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  am  advised  that  the  Government  of 
Belgium  requires  that  carcasses  of  dressed  beef  imported  into  that  country  from  the 
United  States  shall  be  accompanied  by  the  lungs  of  the  animals,  attached  to  said 
carcasses. 

This  requirement  is  a  virtual  prohibition  of  the  importation  into  Belgium  of  dressed 
beef  from  this  country.  The  object  which  Belgium  had  in  requiring  the  lungs  to 
accompany  the  animal  was  no  doubt  a  sanitary  measure,  to  enable  the  officers  of 
that  Government  to  determine  upon  the  arrival  of  the  carcass  whether  the  animal 
had  been  affected  with  any  disease  of  the  lungs. 

The  enactment  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1891, 
which  provides  for  the  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  for  export  to  foreign 
countries,  and  requires  both  an  ante  mortem  and  a  post  mortem  examination,  the 
carcasses  of  the  animals  to  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  healthfulness  by  in- 
spectors of  the  United  States,  and  said  carcasses  to  be  properly  labeled  for  purposes 
of  identification,  should  be  sufficient  grounds  for  an  application  to  the  Government 
of  Belgium  to  remove  this  restriction. 

I  have  to  advise  you  that  the  work  of  inspection  of  meat  products  has  been  com- 
menced by  this  Department  under  the  regulations  prescribed,  of  date  March  25,  1891, 
and  that  the  carcasses  of  all  dressed  beef  now  being  exported  to  foreign  countries 
from  the  United  States  will  be  accompanied  by  a  certificate  of  healthfulness  and  be 
properly  tagged  for  purposes  of  identification. 

In  view  of  this,  I  have  to  request  that  the  attention  of  our  minister  at  Brussels  be 
called  to  fche  matter  and  that  he  be  directed  to  present  these  facts  to  the  Government 
of  Belgium  with  a  view  of  securing  the  removal  of  the  restriction  referred  to  above. 
1  have  the  honor  to  bo,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary, 

The  Secretary  of  State. 
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U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

Office  of  the  Secretary, 

Washington,  D.  C,  October  1,  1891. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  esteemed  favor  of  the 
25th  ultimo,  inclosing  a  dispatch  from  the  American  minister  at  Brussels,  relative 
to  his  efforts  to  ohtain  a  modification  of  the  regulations  of  the  Government  of 
Belgium  which  prohibit  the  introduction  of  American  fresh  beef. 

I  would  very  respectfully  request  that  our  minister  to  Belgium  be  again  directed 
to  urgently  insist  upon  the  repeal  by  the  Government  of  that  country  of  that  pro- 
vision of  its  laws  which  requires  carcasses  of  dressed  beef  imported  from  America  to 
be  accompanied  by  the  lung  adherent  thereto. 

This  regulation  practically  prohibits  all  exportation  of  dressed  beef  from  the 
United  States  to  Belgium,  as  our  shipments  of  beeves  are  made  in  quarters,  the  lung 
being  removed  at  time  of  slaughter,  and  it  is,  therefore,  not  practicable  to  ship 
them  adherent  to  the  carcasses.  The  inspection  laws  of  this  country  provide  for 
both  an  ante-mortem  and  a  post-mortem  examination  of  all  animals  killed  for  expor- 
tation, and  an  official  certification  by  officers  of  this  Government  as  to  the  health- 
fulness  of  the  animal  at  time  of  slaughter.  The  continuance  by  Belgium  of  this  law 
is,  therefore,  not  only  an  unjust  discrimination  against  our  dressed-beef  products, 
but  is  a  reflection  on  the  character  of  our  inspection. 

Trusting  that  such  reasons  will  be  given  to  the  Government  of  Belgium  as  will  in- 
duce it  to  modify  this  unwarranted  provision  of  law  maintained  against  the  fresh 
meat  products  of  this  country, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Rusk, 

Secretary. 

The  Secretary  of  State. 
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